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A Defense of Homeopathy. 



A REPLY TO AN ADDRESS OF DR. W. E. QUINE, BY DR. B. 
F. BAILEY^ LINCOLN^ NEB., DELIVERED IN THE 
COURSE OF POPULAR LECTURES AT HAHNE- 
MANN MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPI- 
TAL OF CHICAGO, NOV. 9, 1899. 

I deem it both an honor and a pleasure to be in- 
vited to defend a principle and a law which are 
dearer to me than life itself; and if possible I deem it 
even a greater honor and pleasure to defend a mas- 
ter whose memory I shall always revere, and my 
colleagues throughout the United States who have 
dealt so kindly with me, and who have my hearty 
good will, yea, my love, from the imputation of 
commercialism and dishonesty. I will try and re- 
member^ in the words in which I shall speak, that 
"moderation is the noblest gift of heaven." 

I honor the gentleman to whose address I reply 
for the position which he has won in his profession 
and for his genuine ability, which I do not question. 
I will admit his honesty and will forgive him for an 
inherited prejudice which taught him opposition be- 
fore investigation, which led him to assumption 
without experience. "To blow and to swallow at 
the same moment is not easy." And, judging from 
the writings which have come from this gentleman's 
hands, I am led to infer that he has blown a great 
deal and spent very little time in studying and as- 
similating the truth. 

As our friend has said he should call upon the 
adherents of our school to do a large part of the 
talking so I shall call upon the members of the so- 
called "regular" school to speak the truth concern- 
ing the case upon trial, as they see it. I must admit 
that it seems to me that in reading the address de- 
livered before the students of the Dunham Medical 
College "The mountains have been in labor and a 



mouse has been bom." But, as the little, "foxes 
spoil the vines" and the mice injure the granary, I 
presume it is only proper that we should give our 
attention to an attack which could never come from 
any of the broad-thinking men whom I shall quote. 

The word "prejudice" means "adverse opinion 
formed without due consideration of the subject." 
This is the definition quoted by our former speaker, 
who claims that he has been unduly accused of 
prejudice. Taking his own definition, I challenge 
the gentleman to prove to me that he has made a 
careful study of the theory, practice, and materia 
medica of the homeopathic school; that he can or 
ever could pass such an examination in the same 
as we demand of our students upon graduation; and 
I further challenge him to show that he has, under 
proper tuition and with proper homeopathic edu- 
cation, for one twelve months tested the methods of 
similia in the treatment of disease; and I still further 
challenge him to show at what time and place he 
watched through a three years' course of study the 
diagnosis, prescriptions, and results of any compe- 
tent and well-known homeopathic clinician. 

There is another definition of prejudice, tlie legal 
definition given in the "Standard Dictionary:" "A 
prejudgment of a charge or an opinion touching any 
matter involved in it, such as would prevent a per- 
son if impaneled as a juror from doing impartial jus- 
tice. ' 

I am not willing that the cause of homeopathy 
should rest in the hands of self-constituted and 
prejudiced jurors. In the case as presented before 
the class of the Dunham Medical College, or at least 
as reported in the Chicago Medical Century, the 
speaker was prosecuting attorney, witness and jury. 
We will let the testimony then offered rest as the 
testimony of the prosecution. We will present our 
testimony and let the students and the people act as 
our jurors, as they have for more than one hundred 
years ; for homeopathy has now lived for more than 
a century, and Sophocles said, "A lie never lives to 
be old." The testimony of the prosecution denounc- 
ed Hahnemann as a plagiarist, accused him of 
claiming for his own the discovery of the law of 
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simiUa similibus curenitur and said, ''I think that 
there are few men in the world so well versed in the 
history of medicine as Hahnemann was." "It 
was not ignorance, then, which led him to 
claim the doctrine of similia as his own 
invention, it was dishonesty." Let us see. 
In Hahnemann's lesser writings he men- 
tions Hippocrates, Detharding, Major, Brendalius 
and Dankwerts as having referred to such a prob- 
able law, and in the "Organon" he further mentions 
Bertholon, Thoury, Storck, and the Dane, Stahl, as 
having farther mentioned the law of cure. In Hufe- 
land's Journal, he says, in 1807, "Though here and 
there a wise man was found who had the courage 
to oppose the general ideas and to advocate similia 
similibus, this proposition did not find general ac- 
ceptation. He adds later, in the "Organon" 
(Dudgeon's translation), "I do not bring forward 
the following passages from authors who had a 
presentment of homeopathy as proofs in support of 
this doctrine, which is firmly established on its own 
merits, but in order to avoid the imputation of hav- 
ing suppressed these foreshadowings with a view of 
securing for myself the credit of the priority of the 
idea." "It is much easier to be critical than to be 
correct." 

Hippocrates, Paracelsus and others did grasp 
something of the law of similia, but they did not 
realize the whole breadth of it as did Hahnemann; 
yet they spoke of it enough so that We may know 
that, like other scientific laws, it was first seen by 
those who barely caught glimpses, or "saw as 
through a glass darkly." Copernicus first wrote of 
the law of gravity; Galileo was persecuted for con- 
senting to it, while later, when the world was ready 
to grasp it, Newton is lauded for his discovery and 
demonstrations of the force of g^vity. All the time, 
from Hippocrates to Hahnemann, from Copernicus 
to Newton, the world was gradually preparing for 
the acceptance of new laws. They did not give us 
an invention, a term our speaker rather sarcastically 
applies to the doctrine of similia; they did not in- 
vent, meaning to "make or to fabricate;" they did 
not make the new, they simply discovered, uncover- 
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ed the old. It may be new to us, but not so new to 
us in ratio as we to the world. So we honor 
Hahnemann, for, as he honestly, candidly and pub- 
licly said, "Hippocrates and Paracelsus had observ- 
ed the same law;" but Hahnemann observed this 
law as true not only in isolated cases, he followed 
it to a logical ending and founa it universally true. 

"Though old the thought and oft expressed, 
'Tis his at last who says it best." 

And thus Hahnemann is today entitled to the 
same credit for the demonstration of the law of 
similia that Newton is for the law of gravity. 

Our writer quotes from Marcy's "Practice." I,, 
too, will quote from him. Marcy, after speaking 
of the "brilliant intellect of Stahl" and of Paracel- 
sus, and of their recognition of the law of homeop- 
athy, says: "Both these reformers were possessed 
of gigantic intellects, genius indeed of the highest 
order, and the most exalted moral courage which 
enabled them to disregard the ex cathedra dogmas 
of antiquity, but they lacked the patient and self- 
sacrificing devotion in pursuit of acts and that un- 
bounded benevolence and love of mankind which so 
essentially characterized the career of Hahnemann. 
To the latter therefore should be rendered all credit 
which attaches to this school of medicine." This is 
a dignified, appreciative and honorable recognition 
of Hahnemann and his work, and though the work 
of Dr. Marcy was published in 1850 and it would 
seem almost ridiculous to quote from any authority 
of the so-called regular school of fifty years ago, I 
am very willing to accept the quotation from Dr. 
Marcy 's work as true then and still true today. I do 
not think it was a fair quotation, cior does 
it seem to me it could have been intended to be such,, 
for Dr. Marcy states in this same chapter that "the 
allopathists often unconsciously encroach upon 
homeopathic ground and by practicing according to 
the law of similia effect their speediest and safest 
cures.'' He then goes on.^nd names numbers of 
cases in which this is true and then comes the quo- 
tation which our writer has made, "That you pre- 
tend to be allopathists and antipathists while con- 



stantly administering medicine after the method of 
the homeopaths/' You will note that Dr. Marcy 
says or evidently intends to convey that he believes 
some do this tinconsciously while there may be 
others who pretend to be what they are not. 

I recognize the honesty of the great body of the 
so-called regular profession who read the works of 
their writers without seeking the origin of facts, but 
at the same time, while I will not accuse some of 
these writers of dishonesty, I must nevertheless con- 
demn a neglect to give that which in the literary 
world is always considered a mark of honor, viz., 
credit wher^ credit is due. Hahnemann gave acon- 
ite to the world in 1811. Did Sidney Ringer forget 
to mention that he drew his knowledge of aconite 
when he first gave it to the allopathic world in 1869 
from Hahnemann and his followers? Ptobably 
Ringer took it from Hughes' "Pharmacodynamics," 
published in 1867. Was it a lapse of memory that 
made Ringer and Wood and Phillips and Woodhull 
neglect to mention that Hahnemann gave the same 
indications for the use of ipecac nearly three-fourths 
of a century before their writings upon the subject? 
Does the so-called regular profession know ihat 
Hahnemann nearly one hundred years ago com- 
mended belladonna for the uses to which it has been 
called during the past twenty-five years by the allo- 
pathic profession? Ringer in 1874 and Murell, in 
London, in 1896, gave to the world hepar sulphuris 
for exactly the same uses of which Hahnemann 
wrote in the early days of the century. Hahnemann 
published the pathogenesis of bryonia in i8i6, 
Phillips and Lauder Brunton have given it to the 
world anew and without acknowledgment in later 
years. The Therapeutic Gazette, in 1889, discov- 
ers rhus for sciatica and rheumatism, while Phillips 
speaks of its use in paralysis. We have used it since 
18 1 6. Cuprum is another of the new remedies of 
the regular school. Hahnemann's pathogenesis of 
cuprum was published in 1805. These same words 
are true of Pulsatilla, ledum, camphor in cholera, 
thuja as mentioned by Professor Kaposi, of Vienna, 
cannabis sativa, euphrasia, nitro-glycerine, and so 
on almost ad infinitum. I could name many more 



remedies, which, together with these I have men^ 
tioned, have been properly proven, their patho- 
geneses published and the remedies themselves in 
common use by the homeopathic school for from 
fifty to one hundred years before they have been 
brought out as new remedies by the so-called ra- 
tional school. 

Understand me, I well know that ipecac, cam- 
phor, and some remedies that I mention were 
known many years before Hahnemann and his time, 
but they were not used in the same conditions, i. e., 
were not prescribed by the law of similia; and if, 
perchance, I refer to them as having been g^ven to 
the profession as new remedies in these later dayc 
by writers of the so-called regular school, it is be- 
cause they have been first recognized by that school 
at the time and by the writers mentioned for use in 
the conditions which necessitate their prescription 
according to the law of similia, which consequently 
means that the so-called new recommendations for 
the use of these remedies by said writers are but 
the repetition of the recommendations of Hahne- 
mann so many years before. I think Dr. Marcy 
had* a right to say what he did and I think in oiir 
day we have still a greater right to repeat it. 

Our friend denies that the members of his pro- 
fession are ever recognized by themselves as "allo- 
pathists." One Dr. Routh once published, at the 
request of "several distinguished friends," his re- 
searches on the subject of homeopathy. In that 
work in speaking of his own school he designates 
them as "allopaths," and though the gentleman tells 
me that there are not three physicians in Illinois 
who are registered as or who pretend to be allopath- 
ists I can but deem it passing strange that a large 
per cent, of the members of the so-called regular 
school who apply to the Board of Health of Ne- 
braska for a certificate to practice in that State 
write, as a reply to the question, "What school of 
medicine do you practice?" the word "allopathy." It 
is also true that a large number of these practition- 
ers are educated in Illinois colleges. 

Then the good doctor enters into a tirade as to 
the "senseless vituperation" against his own school 
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which he claims is found in the homeopathic Utera- 
ture of the day, and especially does he attack the 
Medical Century, of Chicago. I can hardly wonder 
at this, as the Medical Century has told many 
truths and among others it h^ printed an article en- 
titled "A Quarter Century of Allopathic Progress 
Reviewed Homeopathically," by Prof. W. A. 
Dewey, of Ann Arbor, Michigan. (March, 1898.) I 
refer the gentleman and students of the so-called 
regular school to this article for some information 
which will be of interest to them and I doubt not a 
surprise. Disraeli says, "To be conscious that you 
are ignorant is a great step towards knowledge." 

The journal just named also published, in 1898, 
an editorial, *The Modern Ananias," in which was 
shown the unqualified falsity of the statements of 
the old school profession before the regents of the 
University of California, when they said, "The 
liomeopathic school of medicine has no representa- 
tion in the armies or navies of the world, nor in any 
branch of the national medical service, nor are its 
representatives found in the service of any of the 
great railway or steamship lines, nor are tney em- 
ployed as medical examiners or referees by life in- 
surance companies, nor in city, county or state in- 
stitutions. The homeopathic school erf medicine is 
not recognized as such by scientific societies at home 
or abroad, nor have they representation in any rec- 
ognized teaching institution save two in the United 
States. The homeopaths have not made a single 
advance in scientific knowledge since their founda- 
tion eighty-seven years ago." This is not only false 
but unreasonable. "To a reasonable creature that 
alone is insupportable which is unreasonable, but 
everything reasonable may be supported." I chal- 
lenge the gentleman to support the statements of 
his school in California. 

The gentleman says that he is "proud to be able 
to say that there is nothing like this spirit in the 
literature of the old school doctrine," meaning that 
the literature of the so-called regular school does 
not admit things antagonistic and derogatory to 
other schools; yet the Journal of the 
American Medical Association allows in its 
columns such men as Dr. Edmund 
Andrews,, of Chicago, to class us with Chris- 
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tian Scientists, and the editor of the same journal, 
Dr. George Simmons, himself a graduate of a 
homeopathic college, and buying for his own use 
within the last year #triturate tablets of bryonia, 
arsenicum, et cetera, of the third decimal tritura- 
tion, to say in an editorial, "A proposition is now 
being discussed in Ohio to establish a medical de- 
pairtment in the State University, and the homeo- 
pathic physicians are urging their claims for repre- 
sentation. At the present day when successful 
homeopathic practitioners (so-cadled) cannot be dis- 
tinguished in their methods from those of the regu- 
lar profession, and when leading lights in that 
school are educating their sons as r^ular physi- 
cians, and others are openly admitting their desire 
to throw off their garb of sectarianism, would it 
not be better for them in every respect to make the 
special homeopathic therapeutics a purely elective 
post graduate course to be taken up by those who 
desire it? Christian Science is rapidly displacing 
homeopathy as a cult among the laity, and the real- 
ly best defense of the practitioners of that school 
will be to drop ps#ido-scientific professions and fall 
into line with regular scientific medicine. Why not 
give the student a chance instead of leading them off 
into by-ways after two terms of the course?" While 
the Journal of the American Medical Association al- 
lows such repeated statements, the gentleman has 
hardly a hook whereon to hang his argument. As 
editor of the Western Medical Review, Dr. 
Simmons, the present editor of the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, admitted to its 
columns a most scurrilous attack upon homeopaths, 
denouncing them in language unbefitting a gentle- 
man. The editor received for publication a reply 
written by me and without my consent or knowl- 
edge he sent this to the gentleman who was guilty 
of writing the scurrilous article referred to, allowed 
him to reply to it, and printed his reply side by side 
with my article, after cutting out much of the best 
of my article purely because he lacked the moral 
courage to print it. I am told upon good authority 
that though the American Medical Association 
journal could find plenty of space to print the ad- 



dress to which I now reply they could not find room 
to print a reply to the same which was offered by a 
member of the profession here in Chicago. I further 
would refer the gentleman to some of the vaporings 
of the editor, Dr. George M. Gould. Comment is 
unnecessary. 

He further says: "Gentlemen, will you invite me 
to make a public comparison of proof with you?" 
I extend the invitation. It is denied that we have 
men who stand as public benefactors side by side 
with Harvey, Jenner, Chamberlain, Brown-Se- 
quard, and many others who are named. I will 
make the statement that Hahnemann has given to 
the world more useful materia medica which has 
held its own as presented by him, and is successful- 
ly used in treatment today, and has been for one 
hundred years, than any other man in the medical 
profession of all schools since the day of Hahne- 
mann's birth. The names of Hahnemann, Hering, 
Jahr, Boenninghausen, Jousett, Dunham, Farring- 
ton, Allen and many others are as honored by us as 
those mentioned by our former speaker are by him, 
though we cheerfully admit the work done by those 
he names, and with him honor them for it. Our 
friend should remember the words of Sir Isaac 
Newton, '*I have studied these things, you have 
not." 

Then there goes up a cry quoted from the United 
States Homeopathic Medical and Surgical Journal 
for 1867. I do not know who penned those words, 
but he evidently felt some of the paucity of our 
early general literature, and a longing for more 
writers of our scTiool. It was unworthy of him, for 
with the magnificent materia medica that he had 
even in 1867 we could afford to read the etiology, 
pathology and diagnosis of the writers of other 
schools. On this we have never differed; we do not 
now. But I am proud to say that the want of 1867 
has been supplied, and we have upon our shelves 
books on practice, on materia medica and allied 
sciences of which we may be proud. The gentleman 
quotes a part of the text-books found in the an- 
nouncement of the Chicago Homeopathic College. 
He does not say, however, that the works of materia 
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medica and theory and practice are either all or 
nearly all homeopathic. That we have in each 
branch some of the better works of the so-called 
re^gular school is no disgrace, but indicates a 
breadth of character and culture that is an honor; 
and inasmuch as we do not claim to differ from 
them in i>athology and surgery, but only in treat- 
ment, it in no way militates as an argument against 
us. That they do not possess our works and conse- 
quently know little of our literature or of our meth- 
ods should be sufficient reason why they should not 
attempt to deny that of which they admittedly know 
little or nothing. 

He says: **Now let us return to the law of 
similia." He adds: "But it seems to me impossible 
that the law should be the only guide to the cure of 
diseases because it limits the efforts of the physi- 
cian to the effacement of symptoms and makes 
no provision whatever for dealing with causes and 
pathological products, nor for anticipating and pre- 
venting complications. All it requires you to do is 
to wait for symptoms to appear and when they do 
appear to combat them by giving the patient the 
medicine which produces similar symptoms." The 
only school that commonly effaces symptoms with- 
out the removal of causes and pathological prod- 
ucts is the so-called "regular" school, which deals 
largely in palliatives, as for instance morphine 
and the coal-tar products. Of the former I think it 
was H. C. Wood who said every time we use mor- 
phine we confess our ignorance. Of the latter some 
one has intimated that "not infrequently the fire 
company does more harm than the fire." Symptoms 
are but the surface play of disease and point the 
way to the cause and the location of the same as 
surely as did the old-time hand at the fork of the 
roads lead us aright. To be sure, one well versed 
in the country would find his way more easily and 
more surely by the instructions upon the signboard, 
just as one- thoroughly versed in the human form, 
anatomy, physiology, and the reading of diseases 
would more surely trace the way back from effect 
to cause in the diagnosis of his case. 

Homeopathy simply designates the carrying into 
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tise in the practice of medicine the tenets of the law 
as expressed in the words "similia similibus curen- 
tur," meaning that diseases are best cured by reme- 
dies which produce in the human system conditions 
and consequent symptoms similar to the disease. 
This was first noticed as true in isolated cases by 
Hippocrates and numbers of others of ancient 
days. With them it was simply an accidental obser- 
vation, with Hahnemann it was the same; but pos-r 
sessed of a logical mind he was inclined to follow 
observations to logical endings. Observing that 
this law was true in a number of the common reme- 
dies, he recognized that the only possible way to 
bring this law into proper and scientific use was to 
know the exact actions .of remedies upon the human 
system in health. This methbd of studying the 
action of drugs was probably first suggested by 
Haller, in 177 1, who said in the "Swiss Pharma- 
copeia:" "In the first place the remedy is to be tried 
on the healthy body without any foreign substance 
mixed with it, and attention is to be directed to 
every effort produced by it. Having obtained these 
obvious phenomena in health you may then pass on 
to experiment on a body in the state of disease." 
Hahnemann called attention to these words of Hal- 
ler, and said in the Organon, "But no one, not a 
single physician, attended to or followed up this 
invaluable hint." In this he was mistaken, as some 
provings had been made in 1768 by Wm. Alexander, 
of Edinburgh, and in 1793 by Samuel Crumpe, of 
Ireland, who published "An Inquiry Into the Na- 
ture and Properties of Opium." Haller believed 
this ; Alexander believed this ; Crumpe believed this. 
H. C. Wood says, in his treatise on therapeutics: 
*'It is seemingly self-evident that the physiological 
action of a remedy can never be made out by a 
study of its use in diseases." Hahnemann l^ecame 
convinced in 1810 of the same truths in regard to 
the provings of remedies to which Dr. H. C. Wood 
assents in 1874. During all those years the follow- 
ers of Hahnemann believed in and practiced the 
system of proving remedies upon the well and had 
built up from their work a most marvelous materia 
medica, one which is ridiculed by the so-called 
regular school, but beside which their own works 
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are as primers. "Time as he grows old teaches 
many lessons," but "it takes a long time to bring 
excellence to maturity." 

Having established this materia medica which 
was begun and very largely completed by Hahne- 
mann, the proof of his theories and the establish- 
ment of his belief rested entirely in the experimental 
effort to cure conditions in the sick which were 
similar to those induced by the drugs when given 
to the well. The proving of remedies for the estab- 
lishment of a materia medica, the law of similia 
as a method of prescription, the result of teaching 
that the best results would be secured by the small- 
est possible doses which would remove disease, are 
the simple, unvarnished facts which remain to us 
from Hahnemann and his writings. He announced 
these as true more than one hundred years ago. 
The law is not dependent upon the infinitesimal 
dose, but is dependent for the most perfect results 
upon the smallest possible dose that will cure. This 
should be true also if one should use the law of 
contraria, and it is so simple and axiomatic a fact 
that argnnient seems unnecessary. Hahnemann was 
somewhat dogmatic and imperative in his asser- 
tions, and unquestionably gave to the world some 
theories which have proven not true, and which are 
not commonly recognized or used today; but at the 
same time that he gave to us these questionable 
theories, some of which have been proven absolutely 
false, should we fail to honor him for that truth 
which he did give us, and which has for over one 
hundred years been proven over and over and over 
again by able men, able observers, upon the persons 
of intelligent people? Perchance some of these ob- 
servers and some of those observed have been and 
are as intelligent and as able to judge and as free 
from imagination and superstition as he who, in his 
lecture to the class of Dunham Medical College, 
condemned the master and his followers as dis- 
honest and ignorant. Did not Kepler discover as- 
tronomical laws which have been proven true and 
for which he is held in grateful remembrance? 
Have not many of his speculations proven false? 
We do not honor Hahnemann as an oracle or as a 
dictator, but as an honest man who, in seeking the 
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truth, though he may have made mistakes in some 
theories, yet gave to us truths which have been 
proven by hundreds and thousands, which may be 
proven by you and which I challenge the gentle- 
man whose speech we consider tonight to refute. 

I further propose to show that it is altogether 
probable that the later developments in medicine 
may be not unreasonably claimed by us as strong 
evidences tl^at the law of similia as a law of cure 
runs through the entire system of therapeutics, 
modifying and perfecting it. Probably the latest of 
the great developments of science is the serum 
treatment. We learn that "serum of an activity of 
one millionth or more has been obtained, the unit 
of measurement being the quantity necessary to im- 
munize a gram of mouse; thus a cubic centimeter 
is sufficient to protect one thousand kilograms of 
mice or more, that is to say almost seventy thousand 
of these animals, each weighing about fifteen grams, 
against a fatal dose of toxin." Metchnikoff found 
that "whether inoculation was made with a mix- 
ture of serum and bacteria, or a mixture of serum 
and toxin, instead of acting upon these elements by 
neutralizing their hurtful action, it appeared that 
* the serum e;xerted its influence upon the economy 
of the animal by increasing the activity of its 
means of defense. It was this idea that Metchnikoff 
put forward and that he has supported by what ap- 
pears to be irrefutable facts." We have, so we find 
stated in the "Twentieth Century Practice," evi- 
dence that "the antitoxic action, therefore, does not 
exist, although this property has been assumed to 
be the preventive power in diseases in which the 
serum does not protect the animal economy against 
the bacterial products. In the two cases, in fact, we 
have to do with a definite stimulation to the forces 
of the organism, which would lead to the preference 
being given to the word "stimulin," originated by 
Metchnikoff, for the protective substance instead of 
antitoxin, which is only confirming an erroneous 
idea. As to what cells this stimulation is exerted 
upon, and what are the biological bacterial phenom- 
ena which give its sequence, the French assert that 
it is especially the phagocytes, the increase in num- 
ber of which is the first effect of the irritation ex- 
'erted by the stimulins. That grass grows there is 
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no question. How it grows is more difficult to tell. 
That disease is cured by the use of remedies pre- 
scribed according to the law of similia similibus 
curentur is true, The method by which the cure is 
wrought in the organism has been more difficult 
to explain, and it is not at all improbable that an 
explanation has come to us in the study of the 
phenomena of immunity, inasmuch as the smallest 
dose of the poison which induces the diseases 
which are aflfected by the theory of immunity, and 
some of which diseases leave the patient immune, 
is so small that it is lost in the serum of the blood 
from the immunized animal; nevertheless it pro- 
duces, according to Metchnikoflf, immunity in the 
patient under treatment by setting into action the 
defenses of the human body, which in times of peace 
are prepared for war. 

And then in the spectrum analysis what wonders 
we see in the action of infinitesimals. Fiske asks, 
"What is the lesson taught alike by the correlation 
of forces, by spectrum analysis, by the revelations 
of chemistry, as to the subtle behavior of molecules 
inaccessible to the eye of sense, by the astronomy 
that is beginning to sketch the physical history of 
countless suns and suns of the firmament, by the 
paleontology which is slowly unraveling the won- 
ders of past life upon the earth through millions of 
ages? What is the grand lesson that is taught by all 
this? It is the lesson of the unity of nature." 

Dante spoke aright, "Could we penetrate the hid- 
den depths, the story of nature, no longer scattered 
as in truant leaves, is bound with divine love in a 
mystic volume. We should find therein no traces 
of hazard or incongruity." So 

"Step by step sinqe time began, 
I see the steady gain of man." 

Each grand law of nature supporting, modifying 
and lighting its fellow, the law of similia, the law of 
immunity, after one hundred years come together, 
the one to explain the other, the other to become 
stronger and better understood for such an expla- 
nation. It is in the benison of such wonderful laws 
of nature, by these divine gifts which as the years 
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roll on, and the needs of a thickly populated world 
grow greater, that we feel the touch of divine love. 

It is with regret in my heart that it seems neces- 
sary for me for a few moment* to ask your indul- 
gence to unfair quotations and words of condemna- 
tion and injustice which have been cast at his fellows 
by one who will not see. I find the quotation 
from the Hahnemannian Monthly in which Dr. J. 
P. Dake is made to say, "We cannot imagine a phy- 
sician who is entirely limited to the homeopathic use 
of drugs." He does not say that those words were 
modified by the words, "Such a view overlooks the 
fact that the homeopathic physician, like all others, 
is liable to be called in cases of poisoning, where 
antidotes are needed, and in cases of self-limited or 
necessarily fatal aflFections which require only pal- 
liative measures." "His recognition of the home- 
opathic law does not signify that he is any the less 
a physician in general, but rather that he is more 
amply qualified to contend against human ailments 
in all forms and by all means." 

"In conclusion, it should be said that the home- 
opathic student should be taught, not only the 
symptomatology as required in homeopathic prac- 
tice, but, likewise, the nature and uses of drugs as 
palliatives and antidotes, and how to meet any of 
their effects as poisons." 

He quotes from Dr. Parsons : "The success of the 
physician does not depend so much upon his ability 
to prescribe in accordance with the homeopathic 
philosophy as on his ability to win the confidence of 
the community;" but he does not say that the same 
gentleman says in the same article "far be it from 
me to say aught to lessen our faith in or detract one 
iota from our great law of cure. For I believe it to 
be the only true system of medical treatment, and, 
if there are any here at all inclined to prescribe 
crude drugs in massive doses, I would recommend 
them to make three social visits prescribing nothing 
but sac. lac. or bread pillg to one visit and prescrip- 
tion of the crude drugs; and depend upon it the 
social visits will do the patient much more good." 

He then quotes from Raue's "Organon" printed 
in 1847, in saying the treatment is not homeopathic, 
but in accordance with the principles of contraria 
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and so on. But he does not say that even at this 
early day this was taken from a page where a firm 
beHever in homeopathy and the law of similia was 
honest enough to admit that there were sometimes 
benefits derived from palliatives, from contraria, 
and that wherever there was an offending cause it 
should always be removed in keeping with the uni- 
versally valid principle "toUe causam." 

He then refers to articles in the Medical Century 
upon diphtheria, and the remedies recommended 
whose provings he says "sustain no discoverable re- 
lation one to another/' Probably not. We would 
hardly expect the gentleman to be able to read and 
understand the materia medica of the homeopathic 
school. There are other quotations which I have 
been unable to look up, but judging from the unfair- 
ness which is evident in every one which I have 
found, and wliich I have quoted to you, and from 
the fact that all quotations have been made from 
apparently ancient literature, it is safe to presume 
that the others are in keeping with these. That he 
should quote from such men as Constantine Hering, 
who was not only revered by his own school, but by 
all schools w.ho dwelt beside him during his lifetime, 
a man who was known and honored on at least three 
continents, should be a regret to him who in his 
ignorance has cast slurs; but should only lead those 
who honor the memory of Hering to a calm recog- 
nition that "the mind conscious of rectitude laughs 
to scorn the falsehood of report." 

The homeopath as a follower of Hahnemann has 
for one hundred years believed in the proving of 
drugs upon the healthy person and the prescription 
of those drugs in disease according to the law of 
similia. The remedies which he has proved have 
during all that one hundred years been used for the 
same diseases and in the same conditions for which 
they were originally stated to be useful. One hun- 
dred years ago Hahnemann was practically the only 
homeopath. From that day to this the opponents of 
homeopathy have continually said that the school 
was passing away ; but neither abuse, condemnation, 
nor persecution, to all of which we have been sub- 
jected, has stopped the steady onward progress of 
the school. The gentleman who spoke to the stu- 
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dents of the Dunham Medical College stated that 
there were "4,000 avowed homeopathists in the 
world, 1,046 of whom are registered in this State/' 
There are today over ten thousand homeopaths in 
the United States. There are eight national so- 
cieties, one of which, the American Institute of 
Homeopathy, is the oldest national medical associa- 
tion in the United States, older than the American 
Medical Association. There are eighty general hos- 
pitals ; there are twenty-one colleges ; these colleges 
demanded a three years' graded course before the 
Association of American Medical Colleges. They 
demanded a four years' graded course before the 
Association of American Medical Colleges. Dr. 
John B. Roberts, of Philadelphia, president of the 
State Medical 'Society of the so-called ^'regular"" 
school of Pennsylvania, said at the Pan-American 
Congress of 1894, "It is a notorious fact that few 
of our students have any knowledge of biology 
when they commence the study of human anatomy."^ 
"It is a little embarrassing to know that students 
entering homeopathic colleges are required by the 
American Institute of Homeopathy to possess a 
broader general education than is demanded of stu- 
dents by the American Medical Association, the As- 
sociation of American Colleges, or our best Ameri- 
can schools. The preUminary educational require- 
ments of Hahnemann Medical College, of Philadel- 
phia, include botany, chemistry, biology, physics 
and Latin. Certainly not more than two of our 
schools include these topics in the entrance ex- 
amination." 

There have been a few statistics in regard to the 
results of homeopathy in public institutions which 
may not be uninteresting. In the Illinois State Peni- 
tentiary at Joliet, III., with an average number of 
13,790 prisoners during ten years while under allo- 
pathic care there were 126 deaths or an average 
mortality of 12.6 per year. During the succeeding 
ten years under homeopathic care, with an average 
number of 14,595 prisoners, there were eighty-seven 
deaths or an average mortality of 8.7 per 
year. That is there were thirty-nine more lives sav- 
ed under homeopathy than under allopathy with an 
average of 805 more inmates. In the Michigan State 
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Prison for three years under allopathic treatment 
the mortality was 8.9 per cent. For the same time 
under homeopathic treatment the mortality was 3.6 
per cent. In the Middletown, New York State 
Homeopathic Asylum for the eight years ending in 
1890, there were treated 4,712 patients. Of this 
number 186 or 4.06 per cent. died. Of the number 
discharged, viz., i.,37o, 685 or 50 per cent, were 
cured. In the state allopathic insane asylums in 
New York there were in the same eight years 18,- 
878 patients treated, and of this number 1,148 or 
6.08 per cent, died, and there were discharged 7,361 
of which 2,167 ^r 29 per cent, were cured as against 
50 per cent, from the homeopathic asylum, or a bal- 
ance in our favor of 1,518. In the Cook County 
Hospital, of Chicago, where the patients are assign- 
ed to both schools as admitted, during five years the 
death rate of the so-called regular school was 11.88 
to our 9 per cent. The Pennsylvania Hospital, of 
Philadelphia, in 1894 treated 2,553 patients, with a 
mortality of 10.49 P^ cent. The Hahnemann Hos- 
pital, of Philadelphia, the same year treated 1,851 
patients, with a mortality of 5.29 per cent. The 
Massachusetts General Hospital in 1894 treated 4,- 
605 patients, with a mortality of 9.83 per cent. ; the 
same year the Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital 
treated 1,191 patients, with a mortality of 4.19 per 
cent. In 1897 there were treated at the Massachu- 
setts General Hospital, Boston (allopathic), 4,312 
patients, with 361 deaths, a mortality of 8.37 per 
cent. The same year there were treated at the 
Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital, Boston, i,- 
566 patients, with 54 deaths, a mortality of 3.44 per 
cent. These are only a few of the hundreds of sta- 
tistics that might be presented, and if any one will 
refer to the Transactions of the American Institute 
of Homeopathy for the session of 1898 they will 
find there statistics collated from the cities of the 
United States as taken by the health officers, who 
were unprejudiced and had no self-interest, that 
show it to be universally true that the rate of mor- 
tality in all reported diseases is less under the 
homeopathic treatment than under the treatment of 
the old school. 



19 

A work well done of which we are proud. What 
has been the work of the so-caJIed rational school? 
The so-called rational school has been like time, "a 
sort of river of passing events and strong is its cur- 
rent; no sooner is a thing brought to sight than it 
is swept by and another taJces its place, and this, too, 
will be swept away." 

Nerve-stretching, Bergeon's wonderful gas, the 
rejuvenating fluids of Brown-'Sequard, the tuber- 
culinum of Koch, the animal extracts of Hammond, 
the thyroid extracts of 1894, which unquestionably 
owe their entire usefulness to the homeopathic ad- 
ministration of iodine, which is found in this ex- 
tract by Prof. Baumann, of Frieburg, Germany, 
muclein, which is beneficial in just that class of cases 
in which phosphorus is indicated homeopathically, 
and it undoubtedly owes its usefulness to phos- 
phorus, have all seen their day. The Medical Record 
says, in an editorial in a recent issue, "One by one 
our fondest therapeutic hopes seem doomed to the 
crushing process and still that hope which springs 
eternal in the physician's bosom rises above the dis- 
appointments of the past, which do not deter the 
scientific investigator from another attempt." 

Understand me, I have the highest respect for the 
so-called regular school of medicine; and there arfe 
many men in it who are my friends and whotn I re- 
spect and honor, and who, I trust, credit me With 
the same honesty of purpose that I accord to them. 
I cannot better express my own opinion of the work 
of the regular school than by repeating the words of 
Dr. McQelland, the president of the American In- 
stitute of Homeopathy, in his address at the fiftieth 
meeting of the American Institute in Denver in 
1894: "Having devoted itself to the collateral 
branches, it has brought to bear the keenest meth- 
ods of research and developed an array of facts that 
have greatly added to our sum of knowledge. We 
cordially join hands with the old school in all that 
tends to the extinction or prevention of disease. The 
old school is essentially a school of palliatives, a 
school of relief for today. Homeopathy per con- 
tra is a system oi cure." It is however but just and 
fair, inasmuch as the speaker whose address we con- 
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sider tonight accused almost the entire homeopathic 
profession of commercialism, dishonesty or ignor- 
ance, and even suspected "wheels in our heads/^ 
that I should g^ve the words of some of his own 
school, who, perchance, may have attained to such 
a standing in the profession and before the world, 
that at least the public and the profession may fed 
that they are as well fitted to judge as the one who 
condemns us. 

Sir John Forbes, physician in ordinary to Queen 
Victoria, said: "No careful observer of his actions 
or candid reader of his writings can hesitate for a 
moment to admit that Hahnemann was a very ex- 
traordinary man, one whose name will descend to 
posterity as the exclusive ex-cogitator and founder 
of an original system of medicine; the remote if not 
the immediate cause of more important fundamental 
changes in the practice of the healing art than have 
resulted from any promulgated since the days of 
Galen himself. He was undoubtedly a man of 
genius and a scholar; a man of indefatigable indus- 
try and dauntless energy." Sir John Forbes, also 
said, as long ago as in 1846: "The days are long 
past in medicine when anything merely theoretical 
could claim prolonged attention. No doctrine, how- 
ever ingenious, not based on positive, demonstrable 
facts, will any more be regarded but as a piece of 
poetical speculation, which may indeed amuse the 
fancy, but can never influence the conduct of scien- 
tific men, much less of practical physicians, but 
homeopathy comes before us in a much more im- 
proving aspect, and claims our attention on grounds 
that can not be gainsaid. It presents itself as a new 
art of medicine, as a mode of practice utterly at vari- 
ance with that long established in the world, and 
claims the notice of mankind on the irresistible 
grounds of superior power of curing diseases and 
preserving human life; and it comes before us now, 
not in the garb of a suppliant, unknown and help- 
less, but as a conqueror, powerful, famous and tri- 
umphant. The disciples of Hahnemann are spread 
over the whole civilized world. There is not a town 
of any considerable size in Germany, France, Italy, 
Elngland or America that does not boast of pos- 
sessing one or more homeopathic physicians, not a 
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few of whom are men of high respectability and 
learning; many of them in large practice and pa- 
tronized especially by persons of high rank. New 
books on homeopathy issue in abundance from the 
press, and journsJs exclusively devoted to its cause 
are printed and widely circulated in Europe and 
America. Numerous hospitals and dispensaries for 
the treatment of the poor on the new system have 
been established, many of which publish reports em- 
blazoning its successes not merely in warm phrases 
but in harder figures of statistical tables." 

Frederick F. Moore, M. D. (Harvard), an Ameri- 
can physician, in 1880 said: "In all departments of 
medicine with the exception of this one in thera- 
peutics the two schools of medicine stand upon com- 
mon ground. It is in the domain of medical treat- 
ment that the two schools are found to differ so 
widely; the homeopathic school believing that they 
have discovered a definite principle to guide them in 
the selection of a remedy; while the old school as- 
serts that this is not so, and that no therapeutic law 
has as vet been discovered." This same writer in a 
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paper "On Old School and New School Thera- 
peutics," presented before the Cambridge Society 
for Medical Improvement, refers to the "g^eat 
truths of homeopathy" and then says: "These prin- 
ciples are both logical and scientific, and the thera- 
peutic method which rests upon them must eventu- 
ally be recognized as one of the established schools 
of medical science. In conclusion, gentlemen," he 
says, "what course should we pursue in regard to 
this whole subject of homeopathy? Is not our duty 
clear? In spite of every obstacle this great truth 
has continued to grow, gaining strength by the way, 
until at the present day it has assumed such magni- 
tude as to force itself upon our attention whether we 
will or no. Is it not incumbent upon us, then, as a. 
Kberal and progressive body, to give the subject 
careful and unprejudiced investigation, and openly 
and candidly acknowledge the truths to be found 
therein? Let us then extend to our homeopathic 
brethren the right hand of fellowship, that the re- 
proach of bigotry and intolerance may be removed 
from us." 
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Trousseau, speaking of the applications of solu- 
tions of nitrate of silver, says: "It is soon perceived 
that the primary effect of this and similar agents 
was analogous to that product by inflammation; 
and it was easy to understand that inflammation 
artificially induced in tissues already the seat of in- 
flammation led to the cure of the original inflamma- 
tory attack. When this view was once acquired there 
flowed from it the great therapeutical principle of 
substitution which at present reigns supreme in 
medical practice." Please note that Trousseau says 
that "substitution reigns supreme in medical prac- 
tice." And further note, that of arsenic Trousseau 
speaks as follows in his materia medica: "If now 
arsenic is employed locally in very small propor- 
tions, it acts homeopathicaJly, that is to say, sub- 
stitutively." "Experience has proved," he again 
says, "a multitude of maladies are cured by thera- 
peutic agents which seem to act in the same man- 
ner as the cause of the disease they oppose." 

Graves, in his clinical lectures, says: "It is well 
known that some active remedies have a tendency 
to produce diseases somewhat analogous to those 
they ar^ known to cure. This is frequently observ- 
ed with respect to mercury, belladonna, strychnine, 
quinine, iodide of potash and some other powerful 
medicinal agents; in fact, it is hard to expect that 
a remedy will cure a disease affecting a certain tis- 
sue or tissues unless it has some specific effect on 
such tissue, and in this point of view we have an ex- 
ample of the similia similibus curentur of the home- 
opathists." 

Prof. Smith, in a lecture delivered at Bellevue 
Hospital, said: "J shall make certain statements 
based on clinical facts for which I shall not attempt 
to give any explanation. One of the most import- 
tot which can be administered with great benefit is 
frequently repeated doses of ipecac. You are aware 
that a teaspoonful of syrup of ipecac is likely to 
produce emesis ; but it is also a fact regarding which 
I was at first skeptical that a single drop of wine 
of ipecac will often arrest obstinate vomiting. An- 
other extraordinary statement which at first seemed 
to be fabulous and may seem so to you, but which 
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you will find based on clinical facts, put a grain of 
tartar emetic into one quart of water, teaspoonful 
doses of this solution every half hour will prove ef- 
fective for the relief of wheezing and cough accom- 
panying a 'Nslight bronchitis in children." Hie also 
urges the use of chamomilla in minimum doses as a 
sedative for nervous and sleepless children. (N. M. 
J., Vol. XXVII., p. 146, et. seq.) 

Charles Murchison, M. D., LL. D., F. R. S., says: 
"It is true to the strong advocacy of the home- 
opathists that we are indebted for the common use 
of more than one excellent remedy, and home^ 
opathy must ^so be to some extent credited for di- 
recting attention to affinities or predilections of cer- 
tain drugs for particular tissues or parts of the body, 
A subject where careful investigation may be ex- 
pected to lead to great results." (British Medical 
Journal, 1872, Vol. I., p. 62.) 

Dr. S. D. Toby, president of the Botna Valley, 
Iowa, Allopathic Medical Association, says: "We 
ho longer sneer at the 30th solution of our homeo- 
pathic friends. In fact their colleges are presided 
over by eminent and highly educated professors and 
the progressive disciple of Hahnemann is perhaps 
as near hearing the voice In the wilderness as his 
more regular compeer. Besides all this, some of our 
more advanced alkaloidal students are treading 
dangerously near homeopathic soil with theif 1-300 
of a grain doses. Even the Woodbridge method of 
treating typhoid fever, which no one ridicules and 
which some of us have tested with favorable results, 
has, as one of its doses, a tablet containing podo- 
phyllum resin grains 1-960. I am not certain that 
antitoxin serum is not an illustration of microbic at- 
tenuation and of the principle that underlies the 
motto *Like cures like,' more potent than Hahne- 
mann in his wildest flights of fancy ever dreamed 
of.'' • 

Dr. John Morris, of Baltimore, makes frank 
avowal: **We have been for years past gradually 
lessening the doses of medicine; a lesson has beeK 
furnished us by homeopathy." (Medical and Surg^- 
calRepbrter, Philadelphia, 1878, Vol.. XXXIX., p. 
199.) Dr. Thomas J. Mays, of Upper Lehigh, Penn- 



sylvania, cites cases of pleurisy treated with bryonia 
in small doses every half hour and quotes Phillips as 
saying "that it will cause fatal pleurisy with fibrous 
effusion and in therapeutic value it fully equals any 
that exists." (New York Medical Journal, 1879, 
Vol. XXIX., p. 265.) 

Dr. S. Wetmore, in addressing the Buffalo Medi- 
cal Association, said: "After more than twenty-five 
years of earnest pupilage in the various departments 
of our science I fed that I have but a smattering of 
each, but this I do know, that there is something in 
homeopathy. As philosophical practitioners we all 
treat heart disease homeopathically every day with- 
out giving a thought to the homeopathic law. He 
who ignores a doctrine without giving it investi- 
gation isr unworthy of the name of a teacher. It is 
true I have been culpable of that which I criticise, 
but then I was blind, now I see *and have the moral 
courage to say peccavi. I positively knew nothing 
of that which I condemned ; the measure and cause 
of my intolerance is the case of nineteen-twentieths 
of our school throughout the globe to-day. He 
must needs be blind in more than one eye who can- 
not see that its superstructure is something more 
than imagination, faith, sugar pills and illusions." 

Complementary to the frank confession of Dr. 
Wetmore, it is but fitting that I should quote Hah- 
nemann's words as found in the Materia Medica 
Pura, volume III., page 4. "Take a case, of course 
one for which a homeopathic remedy has already 
been discovered, note down all its perceptible symp- 
toms in the manner which has been taught in the 
*Organon' and with a correctness with which the 
author of homeopathy shall be perfectly satisfied, 
apply that drug which shall be perfectly homeo- 
pathic to all the symptoms, the dose having the size 
prescribed in the 'Organon,' and avoiding all those 
heterogenous influences which might disturb the 
action of the drug, and if under these circumstances 
the drug does not afford speedy and efficient help, 
then publish the failure to the world in a manner 
which shall make it impossible to gainsay the 
homeopathicity of the drug and the correctness of 
your proceedings and the author of homeopathy will 
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"This doctrine rests exclusively upon experience; 
stand confounded and convicted." He further adds: 
imitate its indications and you will find that they 
are true. I ask of you what no author of any ma- 
teria medica or system of therapeutics has ever ask- 
ed before — I ask of you most urgently to judge 
homeopathy by its results." 

As our writer has said, the close of the eighteenth 
and beginning of the nineteenth centuries was 
a time that stirred men's souls. The revolutions of 
those days were but revulsions from the past, waged 
for the correction of abuses, for principles and not 
for the pleasures of war. In France "the doctrines 
of paternalism in the state were completely triumph- 
ant. The theory reduced to a formula rian thus: It 
is the duty, the business of the state to teach men 
what things to do, and of the church to teach them 
what things to believe." But the "Third estate'' 
found men among them who began to think and 
to realize that man should be answerable more to 
himself and his God and less to a monarch. As 
strange as it may seem, it is altogether probable 
that the rugged independence of a new world peo- 
ple, that was already crowned by the achievement 
of American liberty, was the mainspring which set 
in motion the freer thought and action of the peo- 
ples of the world. In those days we certainly 
had statesmen, men who loved their neighbors and 
fought the battles of life that they might better the 
conditions of the race by the firm establishment of 
a principle. I doubt not, in fact we read it oft, that 
many a follower in the ranks of revolution desired, 
yea, prayed for peace, yet was willing to give up 
his life rather than to sacrifice one iota of a princi- 
ple which he believed stood for the betterment of 
mankind. There are still left among us men and 
women who firmly believe that there are yet princi- 
ples which must be upheld by firmness, and per- 
chance by sacrifice. When Kossuth visited America 
he said: "If shipwreck should ever befall your coun- 
try the rock upon which it will split will be your 
devotion to your private interests at the expense of 
your duty to the State." And we may expect that 
shipwreck will come to mankind when private in- 
terests, financial convenience, or a reaching out for 
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social or public preferment comes before an earnest 
devotion to the principles of truth. 

For one hundred years* the homeopathic profes- 
sion has honestly believed in the law of similia. We 
believe in it still, as a God given law, a statute of 
nature, and a blessing to the human race. For all of 
these one hundred years we have withstood "ridi- 
cule, the test of truth.'' We have seen our work ap- 
propriated without acknowledgment, we have had 
thoroughly instilled into our hearts and minds that 
the desire of the opposing school has been and is 
to absorb us without providing for public recogni- 
tion of the work that has been done, without pro- 
viding for the preservation of our materia medica 
and practice, and without giving evidence of a will- 
ingness and determination to complete that which 
has been so well begun. "Truth is precious and 
divine," and so long as the attitude of the so-called 
regular profession remains as indicated by the words 
of our former speaker, so long as they forget that 
"whenever they find that their dominion over them- 
selves is not sufficient for themselves, and under- 
take the direction of us also, they overstep the truth 
and come into false relations to us." Should we at 
such a time give up our professional personality, it 
might be said of us that we "too rashly charged the 
troops of error and remained as trophies unto the 
enemy of truth." 

When the time comes that the so-called regular 
profession sees fit to give to our master, Samuel 
Hahnemann, and his followers, proper credit for the 
work which they have done, when they meet us as 
men and not as children, when they accord to us the 
same honesty of opinion and purpose which they 
claim for themselves, then, as John Wesley said: 
'Though we cannot think alike we may love alike, 
and surely those who love alike may join hands 
in works of love which without co-operation would 
be impracticable." 

And now to the students here present. You have 
heard the simple facts in regard to homeopathy. Re- 
gardless of what school you are studying, regard- 
less of prejudice, you have, I believe, heard enough 
to-night to know that a theory which has claimed 
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as its patrons many of the most honored and intelli- 
gent of the human race for a hundred years has at 
least won the right of investigation. I ask that you 
treat homeopathy fairly and honestly, not accepting 
it, as perchance, we scMnetimes accept our religion, 
by inheritance, nor rejecting it from prejudice. Go 
not into the world looking for the faults and foibles 
of others. Remember that there are many who dif- 
fer from you in opinion and who are earnest in their 
convictions; and that an unwillingness to allow 
them these honest convictions is an attempt to 
brush aside .the very foundation principles of the 
Declaration Of Independence, which declares that 
"men are endowed by their Creator with certain in- 
alienable rights," and that among these are "life, 
Hberty and the pursuit of happiness;" that you are 
always to be ready to support your position by 
argument, by results, but abuse is\not argument 
and unsupported assertions are not results. It is 
not our duty to destroy, but to save. For many 
years we have been fought by those of another 
school because they have been unwilling to fairly in- 
vestigate our claims. It is not our duty to return 
evil for evil, but. to know well our heritage and 
birthright. To defend them by results not words, to 
remember that there are some honest people beside 
ouriselves, and that "right is right, since God is God 
and right the day must win." In the words of Dr. 
William Osier, "Early escape from the besettinig sin 
of the young physician — Chauvinism — that intoler- 
ant attitude of mind which brooks no regard for 
anything outside his own circle and his own school." 
(Medical News, November, 1897.) You have a 
right to recognition only because you have as edu- 
cated men become the sponsors of nature's laws. If 
you are educated men you know full well that in the 
light of history you give nothing liew to the world, 
but simply as honest and conscientious interpreters 
of nature you read her statutes aright. In order to 
do this you must know with Pliny that "Opportu- 
nities lost can never be regained," and that your re- 
searches and work must be true, for today it is the 
same as in the days of Publius, "It matters not what 
you are thought to be but what you are." As 
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homeopaths we do not deserve the name of scien- 
tific men if we are afraid to allow for our own 
"similia" the severest test that can be given, or if 
we refuse to investigate the theories and supposed 
discoveries of others. 

Remember the definitioh of a homeopathic physi- 
cian given by Dr. E. H. Porter, of New York, and 
adopted by the American Institute of Homeopathy, 
"One who adds to his knowledge of medicine a 
special knowledge of homeopathic therapeutics." 
Bear in mind that abundance of proof is at your 
hand to demonstrate that "similia similibus cur- 
entur" is a tried law of nature, of science, and that 
it is the only law of therapeutics that has up to this 
time been demonstrated by any school of medicine. 

As time shall unroll the scroll of the future we 
may find that the Divine hand has written there 
other laws that shall be to us aids in our work. 
Enter the portals of your profession ready to defend 
the right of the past and to accept the truth of the 
future, denying nothing you have to your fellows, 
and claiming with them a common right to all that 
science shall unveil. Be of judicial mind and "re- 
member that to change thy mind .and to follow him 
that sets thee right is to be none the less the free 
agent that thou wast before." "Let us have faith 
that right makes might; and in that faith let us dare 
to do our duty as we understand it." "With malice 
toward none, with charity for all, with firmness iii 
the right, as God gives us to see the right." For 

"The sunshine aye shall light the sky, 

As round and round we run; 
And the truth shall ever come uppermost. 
And justice shall be done." 

Yes, my friends, "Play the man! And we shall 
this day light such a candle by God's grace, in En- 
gland," and we may add in all of God's world, "as I 
trust shall never be put out/' 
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The practical side of any system of medicine lies 
in the direction of its abilities to cure disease, re- 
lieve suffering and prolong life; and unless a sys- 
tem of medicine, offering itself for the consideration 
and patronage of the American people, possess this 
practical side it will receive scant courtesy and brief 
tenure at their hands. For Americans are a pre- 
eminently practical folk, possessed of practical ideas^ 
ever ready to demand practical results in every de- 
partment of life, and, therefore, not likely to accept 
as a medical creed, upon which to rely in their hour 
of necessity, any method based upon theory only and 
incapable of demonstrating, to their complete sat- 
isfaction, accurately practical results from bedside 
effort. 

If homeopathy presented no practical side it 
would soon disappear from the face of the earth, to 
be known as a ship that passed in the night. On 
the other hand, if it is able to sustain its principles 
by practical results it will be more and more gener- 
ally accepted by the people until it eventually be- 
comes the dominant system in this great country. 
In its fundamtental law there is a striking corollary 
to other great laws — notably the law of natural 
selection, the rule of affinities and the law of grav- 
itation — ^the force of that fundamental law being 
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so easy of proof that it is a matter of wonderment 
that it was not fully accepted by the medical world 
long years ago. 

**Similia similibus curentur" ought easily to ap- 
peal to the inquiring mind as a reasonable proposi- 
tion. There can be nothing more simple in medi- 
cal precept than that a drug or remedy should be 
capable of affecting in the healthy a tissue or organ 
it is capable of affecting in the sick. The newer 
system is built wholly upon its ability to relieve suf- 
fering and cure disease through the application of 
remedies upon this simple idea. Should it not ap- 
peal to the intelligent layman, to say naught of the 
student of science and law. that a remedy which 
can set up an inflammation of the tissues of the eye 
should be one to be thought of in selecting a remedy 
for an eye whose tissues are inflamed or disorder- 
ed ? Should it not also appeal to the intelligent lay- 
man, and more especially to the student of medi- 
cine, that a remedy proven able to affect the tissues 
of a joint should be thought of by a physician when 
called upon to administer to a joint diseased? And 
should it not appeal to the inquiring mind of the 
intelligent layman, and more especially to him of- 
fering himself as a member of the great army of 
medical healers who spend their lives and energies 
in the interests of their fellowmen, that a drug 
capable of affecting the brain should be thought 
of in the selection of a remedy for a disordered 
sensorium? Nothing can be more reasonable, more 
simple, more natural than this ; yet it is a lament- 
able fact that a great majority of the medical pro- 
fession give absolutely no heed to this sterling 
truth. The beliefs and prejudices of their Hippo- 
cratean fathers seem so deeply inburned that the 
suggestion that here may be found a golden grain 
of medical thought of inestimable value to the world, 
if generally adopted and applied, for some inscrut- 
able reason falls on stony ground. Therefore, it is> 
left to the homeopath to continue the cultivation of 
this fruitful germ, to keep up the missionizing of the 
homeopathic fathers, and to weary not in the com- 
mendable work ot faithfully endeavoring to secure 
a more general adoption of the homeopathic maxim, 
that in the fullness of time it may come to be recog- 
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nized as the one medical precept whose force cannot 
be nullifiea, whose value is capable of experimental, 
and clinical demonstration and whose bedside pos- 
sibilities are well-nigh boundless. It lies with its 
friends to so prove and re-prove its practical side 
that those now blind to its virtues must see them; 
that those now deaf to its truths must hear them; 
that those who grope in the darkness of an honest 
unbelief may, under the powerful searchUght of our 
own strong dynamos, be brought to a full acceptance 
of the strength and power and healing goodness 
of a genuine homeopathy, whose ability to cure is 
limited only by the ability of its adherents to intel- 
ligently apply it. 

From the very moment* of the promulgation by 
Hahnemann of the law of similars homeopathy has 
shown itself possessed of a practical side, a power 
to cure the sick. Beginning with its earliest days it 
was brought into direct competition with the then 
dominant allopathic system and also the expectant 
plan of treatment in a contest against pneumonia 
through a series of experiments conducted in Paris 
and Vienna, in all of which it demonstrated its su- 
perior possibilities. Treated allopathically the cases 
were grouped and treated en n;iasse, or according 
to the pathology and diagnosis of the disease. Treat- 
ed expectantly the ailment was allowed to run its 
course without medication of any kind, the restora- 
tive forces of a distressed nature being wholly re- 
lied upon. Treated homeopathically the patients 
w^re segregated and each treated according to his 
individualities — ^his physical, psychical and patho- 
logical environments alike entering into a consid- 
eration of his case. No two men are exactly alike, 
nor are any two cases of disease exactly alike. Nor 
should any two cases be treated exactly alike, 
though alike in nature and the same by name, un- 
less, perchance, the symptomatological physiognomy 
of their course be in every way identical. The man 
is the patient; it is he who is ill, and it is he who 
should be treated. 

In this belief in a careful segregating of all cases 
of disease for the purpose of treatment lies a mighty 
element of strength, an element availed of in its 
fullness by the homeopathic system only. What is 
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one man's food is another's poison. Likewise, that 
which may cure one man may kill another. Through 
the system of experimentation styled "drug-proving" 
which Hahnemann instituted, and which was faith- 
fully practiced by himself and colleagues, it was 
ascertained that while many drugs have effects in 
common in none were the finer lines of action ex- 
actly alike. One drug produced an aggravation by 
day, another by night ; in one the right side was af- 
fected first, in another the left; the drug-manifesta- 
tions, in order of sequence, were from above down- 
ward with some, with others from below upward; 
under the action of various remedies all the drug- 
symptoms were worse when the patient was in the 
open air, with others they were all aggravated un- 
less in a warm room; in individual cases eating, 
drinking, laughing, talking, exercise and the exhi- 
bition of emotion would drive the prover mad, 
while in counter instances such forces and condi- 
tions would bring relief. To every physician, in 
every school, who is a careful observer of physical 
and psychical manifestations in individuals whose 
health is impaired, these characteristics, and a thou- 
sand more, are presented in almost every ailment 
to which human flesh is heir. It is not always 
known just why they arise, nor is it always under- 
stood just why in the evolving of a drug-symptoma- 
tology the peculiarities described occur. But both 
are observed, nevertheless, almost every day and 
hour in medical practice, and it has been thoroughly 
proven by the painstaking homeopathic prescriber 
that the careful fitting of the similar-acting remedy, 
according to its critical symptom-possibilities, to the 
finer shading of the patient's symtomatology, in- 
cluding his pathology where understood, will in- 
sure more lexact and lasting results than are to be 
obtained by less specific, hence more generalizing, 
attempts. This practical element of the homeopathic 
system should always be kept in mind and its value 
availed of as one of the greatest it can possibly pos- 
sess. 

The similia-similibus-ness, to coin a phrase, of the 
homeopathic precept is one in which there is generic 
strength of a positive character. It is hardly enough 
to suggest that in order to be useful in the treat- 
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ment of disease remedies should have affinities for 
the organs or tissues for which they are to be pre- 
scribed. The affinity should go further than this* 
A law or rule is but half a law or rule which applies 
a drug to structures on the principle of natural 
selection and expects the action of the remedy upon 
the structures affected to be antagonistic. The 
affinity should extend beyond this line; there must 
be an action like unto that of the disturbing influ- 
ence if a neutralization not destructive in character 
is to be secured. Half-affinity and half-antagonism 
could but be expected to result in disaster, a result 
too often observed when remedies are carelessly 
selected, the affinity reaching but half way over the 
course ahead of the prescriber. Scientifically con- 
ducted experimentation upon healthy human beings 
has clearly demonstrated the force and truth of the 
precept which demands that remedies to have ef- 
fects which shall be satisfactory in character in bed- 
side work must be capable of producing effects like 
unto those which are to be cured. The *Vhy" 
of this precept is as yet unexplained. But 
the force of the law has been proven times without 
number, by men and women both conscientious and 
capable of observing disease conditions and cura- 
tive influences. Belladonna relieves the headache 
of congestion, in which the arteries are full #f blood 
and the tissues engorged, and no one will deny that 
Belladonna produces exactly these conditiong»in the 
healthy. Ipecac relieves a counterpart of the nausea 
which it will produce, likewise Tabacum, Apor- 
morphia. Petroleum and many other drugs. The 
strychnine contortions of the spinal nervous system 
are exactly like those which Strychnia and Nux 
vomica are known to cure, while the sores and 
bone-softening of mercury are a perfect counterpart 
of the conditions which the various preparations of 
this metal are known to remove. 

Illustration after illustration might be offered in 
support of the principle at stake, but it is not be- 
lieved that they are demanded. The force of the law 
is so easily capable of demonstration that it is requir- 
ed, not to challenge, but to invite the doubting 
Thomas to prove for himself that which every 
homeopathic physician has already proven, unless 
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he has fallen short of the requirements of his call- 
ing — that he shall avail himself of all that is known 
of man for the relief and cure of human kind. 

Tbuching for a minute upon the results of ccMn- 
parative tests in pneumonia made in the early days 
of homeopathic history the records are all to the 
credit of its practical side. Homeopathy's losses in 
Paris and Vienna, where the experiments were con- 
ducted, amounted to a fraction above six per cent., 
while those of the old-school system aggregated the 
large mortality of twenty and seven-tenths per cent. 
The expectant method did better than the latter but 
not as well as the homeopathic plan, its loss being 
nearly two more in every hundred treated, the re- 
sult going to show that carefully selected individual 
treatments are capable of producing effects some- 
what better than nature herself can secure, especial- 
ly when below her usual power, while they are in- 
finitely superior to those attained through a method 
of drugging erroneously styled "heroic" but which 
should be denominated "destructive," instead. 

Adding a mite, the results in a personal experi- 
ence in North Central Texas, whose changeableness 
of climate conduces to a prevalence of pneumonia 
in the winter months, are considered worth record- 
ing. Eighty-three cases were treated with but 
tliree fatalities. Sixty-one of the cases were of the 
catarrhal type, some of them very severe, the re- 
mainiifjsf twenty-two of the croupous form, whose 
death-rate under drastic treatment is always high. 
Two of the recorded deaths occurred among the 
last-named class, one among the catarrhal cases, the 
subject already a sufferer from chronic asthma and 
cardiac dilatation. On every hand the old-school lost 
their cases, the death-rate being severely high each 
winter, covering a period of years. Through the 
better results under homeopathy's care the new sys- 
tem was firmly implanted in the section referred to, 
among a people before unacquainted with its pre- 
cepts and desirous only of securing results, no mat- 
ter what the way. 

The personal record just given is not unusual in 
homeopathic experience. It is about the record of 
every well-versed homeopathic physician throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. To us pneumonia 
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is largely shorn of its terrors. A correct homeop^ 
athy knows no depressants and employs no stimu» 
lants. There is no see-sawing between extreme^s- 
of vital tension, nor are the physical forces of the 
patient annihilated or maimed by a toxination from 
drugs that destroy. Acting in harmony with na- 
ture's best laws, her strength is conserved, her forces 
are not battled down, she is given a chance. In 
pneumonia, as in all acute diseases, each case is led 
along gently, tractably, accurately, without medical 
coercion, the sole object in view being to assist na- 
ture as best we may while we make ourselves sure 
we do no harm. 

With homeopathy it is not required to raze in 
order to save, it is not necessary to first tear down 
in order to afterwards build tip. The patient is 
given individual consideration, his total symptoma- 
tology, including his pathology, being looked upon 
as essential to a correct understanding of the case 
in hand. The "sustaining of the strength" by 
whisky, the "supporting of the heart" by toxic alka- 
loids, the whipping of a tired circulation by drug- 
excitants is never required in the exhibition of a 
homeopathy worthy the name. If the inflammatory 
process is combated along the line of similia simili- 
bus curentur the heart and circulation take care of 
themselves. A stimulation that accelerates the car- 
diac centre will invariably be followed by a corre- 
sponding depression, just as paralysis of spinal ac- 
tion succeeds upon the use of spinal toxics which 
primarily have the effect apparently to better the 
condition. It is the still, quiet waters which run 
deepest. Likewise it is the subtle, non-demonstrative 
forces of a correct homeopathic medication which 
most surely stem the ebb in a destructive tide of in- 
flammatory woe. 

Not less striking, in fact even more so, are the 
collations in relation to a comparative combat with 
cholera which occurred while homeopathy was yet 
in swaddling clothes. Again Vienna was the seat 
of war. In that famed' hospital city there were 
treated in separate wards, one conducted by the old- 
school and one by early homeopathic practitioners, 
almost a thousand cases. The disease was unusual- 
ly malignant and the death-rate large under both 
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methods. The conditions of treatment and man- 
agement were the same except in internal medica- 
tion, yet the result was strikingly in favor of the 
young homeopathic giant. Our loss numbered a 
trifle below thirty-three per cent., the old-school mor- 
tality mounting to a fraction above sixty-seven per 
cent. In the city of the Austrian Royal Infirmary 
the effect was exceedingly gratifying, so eminent an 
authority as Balfour, of the old-school staff, pro- 
claiming it beyond comprehension and volunteering 
the information to an English confrere that no 
young physician need hope to locate in Vienna and 
succeed unless well-versed in homeopathy's ways. 

In the epidemic which devastated Europe in 1836 
in twenty-one hospitals in France and Italy the old- 
school lost sixty-thr«e per cent, of their cases, while 
in the same epidemic the homeopathic profession 
lost but eleven per cent, of their patients in ten 
cholera hospitals in Germany, Italy and France. 

Edinburgh and Leith duplicated the record to our 
favor, though by a less satisfactory showing, 235 
cases yielding a death-rate of twenty-four per cent. 
But in the same cities, at the same time and under 
the same conditions except as to internal treatment 
the old-school loss attained the awful mortality in 
S3 1 cases of more than eighty-five per cent., almost 
four deaths to homeopathy's one. 

In 1849 the hospitals of Liverpool gave results 
not quite so strongly in our favor, but yet sufficient- 
ly gratifying to prove the superior value of the 
homeopathic method. The losses here under old- 
school treatment were a trifle above forty-six per 
cent., while under homeopathy they were less than 
twenty-five per cent. 

^ In 1853 and 1854 Europe suffered a terrible visit 
from the Asiatic plague, cholera hospitals being re- 
quired in almost all the larger cities. In those of 
Bavaria allopathy lost 48 1-3 per cent., homeopathy, 
but 6}i per cent. In Newcastle, England, the old- 
school loss was more than fifty per cent., the homeo- 
pathic mortality less than" twenty per cent. In the 
Dundee hospital under allopathy the loss was 61 4-5 
per cent., in Copenhagen 55 1-5 per cent., in Stock- 
holm 59% per cent.; and in Leyden, The Hague, 
Delft, Rotterdam, Doriecht, Gonda and Utrecht 
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there were treated 3,923 cases with 2,337 deaths^ 
the rate for the seven cities averaging a trifle less 
than sixty per cent. These tabulations show that 
throughout all Europe the old-school loss stood 
uniformly at from fifty to eighty per cent., while 
those quoted from homeopathic wards and hospitals 
give to homeopathy the better record of saving full 
seventy-five per cent, of those entrusted to her care. 

At Wishney-Wolotschock, in Russia, at about the 
same time, a series of experiments were conducted 
in which allopathy, homeopathy and the expectant 
plans were tried, the result being that homeopathy 
lost twenty-one per cent, of her cases, expectancy 
sixty-seven per cent, and allopathy seventy-four per 
cent. 

At Raab, in Hungary, the allopaths treated i,- 
501 cases with 640 deaths, an average of 42^ per 
cent., while homeopathy treated 154 cases with a 
loss of but six, a mortality of an even four per 
cent. 

At Bordeaux the allopaths treated 104 cases with 
seventy-two fatalities, a rate of 69 per cent., while 
the homeopathic "physicians of the town treated 31 
cases with a loss of six, a rate of 19 per cent. 

In London there died under allopathic care in 
1854 an even forty-five per cent., while under home- 
opathic management the rate fell to 17 per cent. 
The death-rate in cases in which collapse had set 
in was sixty-nine per cent, under old-school methods 
while under the homeopathic way it was an even 
thirty per cent. 

At Midnapore, in Bengal, of 120 cases treated 
homeopathically there were but sixteen deaths. 

In our own country Cincinnati suffered a most 
destructive epidemic in 1849, ^^ which through the 
heroic efforts of Pulte and Ehrmann, two faithful 
disciples of Hahnemann, homeopathy made a splen- 
did record. These two homeopathic pioneers treat- 
ed 1,116 cases with a loss of but thirty-five, a death- 
rate of but three per cent. Homeopathy was firmly 
grounded through this splendid achievement in all 
that section, among the converts to the better way 
in medicine being the late and greatly lamented 
Holcombe, subsequently of New Orleans, who for 
more than forty years did noble battle in the cause 



38 

pf medical truth throughout the epidemic-stricken 
regions of the Sunny South. 

When there? is taken into consideration the wide 
field covered by the figures recited, and when it is 
also considered that cholera has always been ac- 
knowledged one of the most deadly foes the human 
face has to meet, the remarkable achievements of 
homeopathy's men are exceedingly gratifying and 
sustaining, giving to the hew system, as they do, 
a marvellously effective practical side, which de- 
serves the recognition and commendation of every 
friend of suffering man and every disciple of the 
Esculapian art. 

Not less successful in yellow fever than in cholera, 
homeopathy has established a claim to virtue and 
strength in epidemic contest which all the prejudice 
and tyrannical opposition of an engrafted profes- 
sion can never destroy. Individual treatments have 
been devised for individual diseases which may 
have been more or less successful in a limited field. 
But for homeopathy the claim is laid that it is a 
comprehensive method of treatment, as capable in 
one condition of disease as in another, within the 
limits of reason, therefore it should be able to 
demonstrate its effectiveness in all the epidemics 
to which flesh is heir. This it has done. In that 
deadly scourge which devastates states, destroys the 
commercial life of metropolitan cities, paralyzes the 
industries of great arteries of traffic and populates 
cemeteries as certainly and swiftly as though dead- 
ly war were mowing down a community's favorite 
sons in battalion, the new system of treatment has 
proved its ability in a record which all the years to 
come cannot deflirone. As early as 1854, when our 
pioneers in the sun-kissed cities of our Southland 
numbered but half a score, the efficacy of homeo- 
pathy was being demonstrated to the satisfaction 
of a population who knew naught of its virtues and 
who cared naught but for results. Holcombe, Bailey, 
Belden, Mathieu and Angdl — ^these sturdy pioneers 
and others with them fought the yellow foe as it 
had never been fought before. They held the cards 
and played them in the game of death against life 
to the dismay of the former and the saving of the 
latter, blazing a path for those to follow in the 
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years now present and in the years to come, a path 
which leads to glory and away from the grave. 

In 1853 Holcombe and Davis, at Natchez, Mis- 
sissippi, treated 555 cases of typical yellow fever, 
all doubtful diagnoses being excluded, with a loss 
of thirty-three by death, a mortality rate of 5.94. Dr. 
Holcombe, then young in homeopathy, treated 140 
oi the cases with nine deaths. Dr. Davis treating 
415 with 24 deaths. 

In 1878 the South suffered an especially de- 
structive visitation of the pestilential scourge. 
States, cities and sections were stricken which had 
never been stricken before. Many years had pass- 
ed since a marked epidemic had occurred, conse- 
quently the fuel for the fire was plentiful. Forty 
thousand cases were reported to the Boards of 
health of the various cities and large towns which 
suffered, while perhaps half as many more were 
never placed on record because of the absence of 
authoritative organizations in the rural districts. 
Of the number legitimately recorded it was shown 
that 3,914 were treated by homeopathic physicians 
with a loss of but 261 — s, mortality-rate of six and 
six-tenths per cent., while 36,000 cases were treated 
by allopathic physicians with a loss of an army of 
four thousand souls — ^a mortalitynrate of eleven and 
one-tenth per cent. 

It is worthy of note in this relation that in every 
instance the boards to whom reports had to be 
made were composed of old-school physicians, on 
only two of them all there being a single homeo- 
pathic member. Further than this, in every city 
scourged in which a board existed it was a finable 
offense to fail to report a case, and when reports 
were made the boards of health and various commit- 
tees of relief immediately visited the cases report- 
ed and provided for their neciessities, thus authen- 
ticating the records and leaving no room for error 
or falsification of returns. Not in all medical his- 
tory have statistics been gathered under conditions 
so free from the possibilities of error, and never 
have collaborated data brought down the scale to 
the credit of homeopathy more emphatically. So 
overwhelming was the evidence in favor of the prac- 
tical side of homeopathy — its treatment side — that 
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it resulted in an official report to the Congress of 
the United States on the result, this, in turn, secur- 
ing the appointment of a homeopathic member upon 
its investigating committee and of two members 
from the homeopathic school upon the national 
board of health afterwards created. 

An especially practical feature, of the greatest 
credit to homeopathy in its combat with the yellow 
pestilence, was developed by a study into the treat- 
ments employed. The old-school was completely 
at sea. Chopin, president of the Louisiana state 
board of health, made a public appeal, through the 
medium of the Associated Press, for experimenta- 
tion in various communities with different lines of 
treatment in order that in future epidemics it might 
be known what might be best to do. It was advised 
that in certain localities the calomel and oil treat- 
ment be systematically employed and reported upon, 
that capsicum and quinine be tested to the extreme 
in others, that orange-leaf tea and flax-seed poul- 
tices to the spine be tested fully, and that a com- 
parison be instituted between hot drinks and hot 
packs and cold drinks and the Kibee cold water bed, 
upon which the inventor subsequently died while 
testing its virtue. The confession was honestly 
though humiliatingly made that the profession was 
helpless in treatment and knew not what to do. 

While this deplorable confession was being her- 
alded in the public prints the little band of homeo- 
paths flying the banner of similia in the scourge- 
stricken district were applying their remedies with 
almost unerring aim. Many of them had never seen 
a case of yellow fever before. In the city in which 
my personal experience as a volunteer physician 
was gained not a member of our profession had 
ever been confronted with a case of the disease till 
then, and but for our law, our guide, our compass, 
our rudder we would have been buffeted as help- 
lessly in the terrible storm and those entrusted to 
our care would have fared as badly as those who 
could do no better or knew no better than to sub- 
ject themselves to the uncertain methods of the 
dominant school. That we saved nearly twice as 
many lives per hundred as did they is due to the fact 
that homeopathy possesses an accurately practical 
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side through the immutable law upon which it is 
founded — a law which serves us as well in times of 
deadly epidemic as in times of mildest requirement. 

It is in epidemic contest that the practical side 
of homeopathy stands forth in boldest relief. The 
symptomatology of the disease being combated is 
striking, its physiognomy characteristic, its genus 
epidemicus emphatic, its lines not to be mistaken. 
To even the casual student of materia medica it is 
not difficult to fit the remedy to the disease. Guided 
by our law, we see the symptoms of the case before 
us plainly depicted in all their mmutiae, and if vers- 
ed in our materia medica as we should be we readily 
choose the drug adapted to the case in hand. An 
investigation made by a responsible committee of 
the American Institute of Homeopathy developed 
that the administration of remedies in the epidemic 
of 1878 amounted almost to a reprehensible routine- 
ism. Aconite, Belladonna, Gelsemium and Vera- 
trum viride were accounted the ones from which the 
similimum might be selected for the first stage ; Bry- 
onia, Nux vomica, Natrum muriaticum. Phosphorus 
and Argentum nitricum were reported as having 
been found all-sufficient, with an occasional ex- 
ception, for the second stage; while for the third 
stage Arsenicum easily took first place, followed by 
Carbo vegetabilis. Sulphuric acid, Lachesis and Ver- 
atrum album. Occasionally Naja, Cuprum, Cantharis, 
Mercurius corrosivus. Opium, Hyoscyamus or Stra- 
monium would be found indicated. But so definite- 
ly applicable was the law that from l#w Orleans 
to Chattanooga, from Louisville to Brunswick and 
from Mobile to Memphis the homeopathic profes- 
sion was found standing as firm as the rock of 
Gibraltar on its sound basic law, while the old- 
school profession was crying loud for some un- 
known power to come over into their Macedonia 
and help them. 

The Hahnemannian law changes not with every 
whim of pathology and every new discovery of the 
pharmaceutical mortar, whether of scientific or 
commercial evolvement, nor does it stagger and 
weaken before the cyclonic rage of the most ter- 
rible destroyer that disease and death can array. 
Honest in his belief, firm in his conviction and 
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strong in his knowledge of the power and compre- 
hensiveness of his armamenitarium, the well-versed 
homeopath quails not in the face of unusual danger 
but stands ready to engage in combat with any and 
every foe. 

The practical side of homeopathy has been beau- 
tifully shown in the treatment of insanity and nerv- 
ous diseases, a bete noir to the profession before the 
days of Hahnemann, our founder. It was he who 
removed the shackles of the insane and secured to 
them hospital instead of prison treatment. Permeat- 
ing his every fibre there coursed a love for humanity, 
the suffering children of his own righteous God, no 
opportunity being allowed by him to escape which 
carried with it the possibility of his lending a help- 
ing hand. Early in its history the subtle and search- 
ing qualities of the homeopathically attenuated rem- 
edy were developed toward disorders of the nervous 
system. Throughout all the provings of the exper- 
imenters who gave us our materia medica the men- 
tal symptoms of the drugs under consideration were 
given prominent place. Hahnemann recognized that 
the psychical man is superior to and above the 
physiological man. Materialism found a minor place 
in his estimates of humankind, consequently the 
homeopathic symptomatology reveals the action of 
drugs upon the mind and sensorium as do no other 
volimies in the library of the profession. 

Putting the knowledge therein recorded to prac- 
tical use the homeopathic physician, before the days 
of specialism, gave important heed to the efficacy of 
his remedies in the treatment of mental and nervous 
disorders,* this early leading to a directness of effort 
which has brought about substantial results. 
Prompted by a knowledge that homeopathy afforded 
a better line of treatment for the insane than did 
any other medical system, and conscious of our 
right to a share of the public medical patronage of 
the government, it is not strange that homeopathy's 
devoted disciples have won their way into public in- 
sane hospitals in several of the states, nor is it a 
matter of surprise that in every instance the su- 
perior virtues of its medication have been shown. 

In Massachusetts there are four state allopathic 
insane hospitals, at Worcester, Northampton, Taun- 
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ton and Danvers, and one homeopathic insane hos-. 
pital, at Westboro. During a period of ten years 
the average population in the allopathic hospitals 
has been 1,022, the average in the homeopathic insti- 
tution 1,103. During those ten years the allopathic 
recoveries averaged 328, the homeopathic recoveries 
reaching the much larger number of 574. The sav- 
ing of two hundred and forty-six lives and the res- 
toration of their reason is something of which we 
have just right to be reasonably proud. A recovery- 
rate of fifty-two per cent, as against a recovery- 
rate of thirty-two per cent, imder the same condi- 
tions is certainly a commendable comparison. 

In New York, where the old school has seven and 
the new-school two state insane hospitals, the allo- 
paths have had a percentage of recoveries, to the 
whole number treated, amounting to twenty-three, 
the homeopaths a percentage amounting to thirty- 
six. The percentage of deaths in the old school 
hospitals has been nineteen, the homeopaths having, 
saved five more per hundred, losing but fourteen per 
cent, of their inmates. 

A few years ago there were compiled tabulated 
records of forty insane hospitals throughout the 
country, .in which were included the records of those 
belonging to us, whereby the percentages were 
somewhat reduced. The average death-rate of these 
forty asylums, reduced, as suggested, by the better 
results of those belonging to the homeopathic 
school, was six and two-tenths per cent. As against 
this we haye to offer the results obtained in the 
Michigan Asylum for the Criminally Insane, the 
very worst class of all, in which the loss amounted 
to but four and four-tenths per cent. 

In Missouri, California and Minnesota, in which 
states homeopathy has state insane hospitals, and 
also in Illinois, in which commonwealth we are 
formally possessed of one asylum and practically 
control a second, the results are all to the favor of 
the newer and better way. In California and Mis- 
souri, especially, the records are emphatic, though 
not this moment at hand. In no single instance are 
the results against us. In them all the claim has been 
fully substantiated that homeopathy has a practical 
side, and that through it the lives and reason of 
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those whose minds have been shattered through 
business cares, domestic disturbances or physical 
and psychical causes may in many instances be sav- 
ed and restored. 

Not less interesting than the results in the deadly 
scourges of Europe and America and in the mental 
and nervous maladies of a fast-living people are the 
results secured in hospitals for general diseases and 
in those devoted to the ailments of the babes of the 
land. In the City Hospital of Louisville and the 
County Hospital of Chicago, especially, have the 
comparative records proved most gratifying and the 
testimony unalterably in favor of the homeopathic 
way. Likewise in the management of diphtheria, 
scarlet fever and the summer diseases of children in 
the slums of New York and other large cities the 
glorious banner of similia floats exultantly High. 
Scarlet fever has been practically robbed of its 
terrors and by correct homeopathic treatment its 
dangerous and destructive sequelae, so greatly 
dreaded in former years, have been made to melt as 
the mist before the risingf sun. The scarlet flae of 
warning is no longer necessarily transformed into 
the black flag of death. Diphtheria, though now 
held to be well under control by specific treatment 
devised for its annihilation, is yet more amenable to 
homeopathic methods than to those so widely 
heralded, the very best that the latter has been able 
to do 'falling short by one-half of the results obtain- 
ed in all the cities in which the disease prevails, un- 
der the accurate treatment peculiar to Hahnemann 
and those who follow in his way. 

Thoiisands of physicians and millions of laymen 
have come to homeopathy because of its greater suc- 
cess in all the severer diseases of man. Its ministra- 
tions though gentle have yet proven effective; its 
remedies are simple in their preparation yet accurate 
in their effects ; its doses are capable of securing ex- 
cellent results when the remedy is properly applied 
yet at all times they are harmless and not destructive 
to life. If these things be true, and true they be, 
it deserves the love of the people, the approval of 
the profession and to stand through all ages as a 
blessing whose virtues entitle it to a legitimate place 
among accepted sciences and arts. 
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An especially adaptable phase to the practical side 
of homeopathy lies in its resourcefulness of potency 
anti the comprehensive elasticity of its scope. Its 
generic law is expressed in the maxim "Let Likes 
By Likes Be Cured/' and this is the essence of its 
power. But while the law is homeopathy's Alpha it 
is not its Omega. 

Hippocrates proclaimed the fact that some dis- 
eases are curable by remedies having the power to 
cause conditions like them, and Galen and other 
medical savants sustained the thought by giving 
it approval. But it remained for Hahnemann, the 
mightiest therapeutic genius of them ^11, to develop 
the strength of the thought and give it practical ap- 
plication. Had our founder proclaimed the law and 
rested there there might have been reason for the 
suggestion, occasionally offered, that the principle 
contains an element of danger. Drugs capable of 
producing physiological effects will surely do harm 
if given in appreciable doses over a considerable 
length of time. Therefore their administration in 
toxic strengths along the line of like-action might 
easily be imagined to aggravate the condition for 
which they are prescribed. But Hahnemann, a keen 
observer, and quick of perception, scented the 
danger of drug-aggravation and found a way to re- 
move it while yet not destroying the efficacy of the 
law. Up to his time drugs had been given in mass- 
ive doses and poisonous strengths. Biit, happily, 
he quickly conceived the idea of subdividing them 
by triturating and diluting them with inocuous sub- 
stances, from this thought springing the fur- 
ther one of increasing the physician's armamen- 
tarium by the possession of numbers of attenuations 
of the same remedy. It is not required to enter in- 
to explanation of the value of this additional ammu- 
nition against death and. disease, nor is it required to 
elaborate upon the value of the idea of attenuation- 
ism. Drugs have been made palatable, they have 
been robbed of their danger in the sick room, their 
efficacy has in almost every instance been preserved 
and in many cases enhanced, the evolvement of the 
idea which led to the attenuation of medicines being 
second in importance and second only to the greater 
thought of drug-selection according to the affinities 
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of the drug for the various structures composing 
the human frame. 

This molecular side to homeopathy ought to mfeet 
with a ready acceptance in these non-materialistic 
days. Never has there been a more complete adop- 
tion of a belief in the all but infinite divisibility of 
matter than now. Surgery rests upon the discov- 
eries and revelations of the microscope. Germs so 
minute as to be discerned only by the aid of the most 
powerful lenses are known to. be the causative 
factors in many of the most malignant diseases 
known of man. Likewise in the production of the 
anti-toxines offered a credulous profession and a 
confiding public there runs the red-thread of di- 
vision, attenuation, molecularization — Hahnemann's 
dynamization, in many instances, but under another 
name. 

In pharmacy, also, homeopathy has almost been 
outdone. Her triturations have been counterfeited, 
her pellets, globules, disks and tablets have been 
duplicated and patterned after, while she has been 
all but out-dilutionized by many of the processes 
employed in the manufacture of the serimis of the 
beasts of the field, the pigs of the pen and the 
hounds of the pound. She has been robbed by thefts 
made upon her in the name of "discovery," but she 
has gone on relieving, curing, saving, until never in 
the months and years of the initial century of her 
history has she been as firmly grounded, as endur- 
ingly constructed or as solidly established as in her 
present proud and prosperous hour. 

In the virtue and power of infinitesimalism lies a 
practical side to homeopathy not sufficiently under- 
stood nor generally employed. Just what consti- 
tutes a proper and reasonable potentization of drugs 
every physician must determine for himself. The 
majority of the homeopatl\ic profession rely upon 
the low attenuations, the remedy being sufficiently 
removed from its physiological strength to be safe, 
the color to be seen and the oder detectable by olfac- 
tion. Dealing with the decimal scale, the firsts, sec- 
onds and thirds appeal to materialistic sensibilities. 
Others have learned to place reliance upon the 
sixths, twelfths and thirtieths, with an occasional 
use of the two-hundredths or higher, while a limited 
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number, in proportion to the entire homeopathic 
list, climb the giddiest heights of imaginative possi- 
bilities, dwelling upon the curative virtues of the 
thousandths, hundred-thousandths and even the 
millionths, so-called. 

The extent of the range to which attenuation 
brings the profession is not likely ever to be bound- 
ed. Man is material and likewise spiritual. The 
materialist is likely to be materialistic in his drug- 
beliefs while the spiritually inclined is likely to soar 
into realms of which the former has never dream- 
ed. Nothing can solve this problem but the most 
painstaking observation in bed-side work. Doubts, 
incredulity, ridicule, fun-poking and blasphemy will 
never solve the riddle, nor can it be thought out, 
reasoned out or desired out. 

To the allopath the first, second and third deci- 
mals are as ridiculously impotent as the higher at- 
tenuations are to the drug-employing homeopath. 
To the materialistic homeopath the lower potencies 
are a defensible homeopathy, but the higher are but 
a parasite which brings his system to scorn. Like- 
wise to the extremest in potential beliefs, the 
medium and lower strengths are as deadly and de- 
structive as the allopath's polypharmaceutical com- 
pounds, and he shudders at a drug that has color or 
whose odor can be smelled. Yet notwithstanding 
this diversity of view the clinical test will add to 
the law the additional power arising from a versatil- 
ity of potencies not belonging in any other system, 
and in which there will be found a tower of strength 
— according to the eagerness of study of the subject 
and the intelligence of its application at the bed- 
side. 

Bom a homeopath, brought up a homeopath and a 
homeopath from choice, I have found it satisfac- 
tory and profitable, in every honorable sense, to be 
consistently a homeopath and always upon homeop- 
athy to rely. Two years a homeopath upon the 
western frontier, nearly twenty years a homeopath 
in the South, and six years a homeopath in the more 
frigid zone of the lake region almost every disease 
has been met to which human kind is liable. Under 
pressures of one kind and another during all these 
years perhaps a fair share of backsliding has been 
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committed. But it is not recalled that in a single 
instance wherein the law has been violated have the 
results been satisfactorily compensating, whereas, 
on the other hand, it is recalled that in almost every 
instance recorded on the tablet of memory good 
cause has been felt for grief that the weakness of 
the man has brought about the prostitution of the 
principle. No mariner abandons his compass in the 
time of storm, nor will the conscientious homeopath 
who knows his law and realizes its power ever feel 
called upon to resort to the unsafe and less scien- 
tific procedures of a system whose strength is in 
numbers and not in law, whose might does not make 
it right, and whose record is stained with thousands 
upon thousands of blood-red blots which time nor 
repentance can ever efface. 

The practical side of homeopathy builded upon 
the potentization of drugs has recently been reveal- 
ed to me as never before. During a three-months 
residence in Havana last spring a protestant orphan- 
age of nearly thirty reconcentraded children was 
brought under the influence of homeopathy for the 
treatment of chronic malarial infection, the dys- 
pepsia and intestinal derangements incident to a 
Weylerian starvation, and general derangement of 
the vital forces through lack of parental care and 
the inroads of various types of disease. Not one 
of these little waifs had been properly fed for 
months, some of them not for years. All were 
emaciated, sallow, pot-bellied and anemic. In most 
cases the liver and spleen were enlarged and in- 
durated, as were also the mesenteric, parotid and 
submaxillary glands. In a number the distortion 
was striking and the power of locomotion enfeebled. 
A sorrier lot of children it would be difficult to im- 
agine. Their ears were ringing with quinine, their 
mouths druling from mercury. They had been 
drugged and starved all but to death, and their lit- 
tle orphanage was a veritable pest-house of sores 
from impoverished blood and the glandular indura- 
tions of tuberculosis. 

From the moment they were placed under homeo- 
pathic care they began to improve. No remedy was 
given haphazardly, while the potency in each was 
selected with care. It was determined to test the 
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virtues of the higher attenuations, for which pur- 
pose a tiny pocket case of dry pellets of the one- 
thousandth was relied upon. Daily visits were made 
for a period of ninety days, the cases being closely 
watched. Not a single vial in that little case was 
emptied. In but three or four instances was it re- 
quired to change the rfemedy from the first selected, 
and in a number of cases but a single dose was 
given. The diarrheas responded to Arsenicum and 
China. The chronic agues yielded to Natrum and 
Lachesis, though occasionally Arsenicum and China 
were required, especially when complicated with in- 
testinal derangement. Nux vomica and Antimonium 
crudum cleared up the dyspepsias, and Hepar prov- 
ed a remedy of great excellence for the sores and 
eruptions on the skin and scalp. lodium reduced 
the glandular enlargement and induration in sev- 
eral, Kali bichromicum being required in a few. 
Never have better results been obtained, in almost 
thirty years of bed-side work, anc^ thus a new prac- 
tical side to homeopathy was revealed. 

During the past summer and fall these experi- 
ences have been confirmed in a number of instances 
in the care of a large general practice in a malarial 
Southern . state. Acute and chronic malarial infec- 
tions have been cured, time upon time, with the strict- 
ly homeopathy remedy, from Eupatorium in the sec- 
ond decimal trituration to the one-thousandth of 
Natrum and China, some of the most satisfactory 
results which have been obtained accruing from a 
single dose of the selected remedy in the highest 
potency named. Did time permit scores of suc- 
cesses with the single remedy, in low and medium 
and high attenuation, could be recorded. Homeop- 
athy stands the test where painstakingly applied, 
no matter what the potency chosen. But in perhaps 
a large proportion of stubborn patients the higher 
strengths will be found to be the ones upon which 
we can most surely and safely rely. The door is 
an open one, the field is ripe for the harvest, the 
harvest is ours if we will but partake of it and bring 
to our aid the numerous practical sides which our 
system possesses, and not be classed among the 
unfortunate ones who are so filled with prejudice 
and conceit that they can see but one way and a few 
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attenuations — ^those upon which they rely and in 
which they have come to believe. 

Hahnemann's was the mind of a genius. Inspir- 
ed to the work of developing a medical system 
which should be capable of saving mankind, he 
builded better than he knew. Others have made 
possible a genuine progress in medicine by study 
and experimentation along general lines, for which 
they deserve unlimited praise, but it remained for 
Hahnemann to revolutionize therapeutics, to reform 
medicine itself, to overthrow the barbarous prac- 
tices of his time and institute new ones which should 
acceptably take their place. He taught the world 
how gently, safely and certainly to cure the sick, 
i:) so doing leaving a legacy whereby throughout all 
time those who follow may minister successfully 
to the suffering of man and thoroughly heal his in- 
firmities. He gave us a law and he gave us the 
potentization of drugs. Upon the former we may 
surely rely, upon the latter we may lean in propor- 
tion to the thoroughness of our efforts and the 
clearness of our observation. The law first, always, 
the potency as an essential corollary. High or low 
the homeopath should be certain he is right in the 
choice of the remedy, and certain in this the choice 
of the potency will eventually follow as a clinical 
experience which each must get for himself. Toler- 
ation is required, the truth will never suffer by in- 
vestigation, favoritism and prejudices have no 
proper place in a science, — the future must solve the 
problems as yet considered sub judice. 

To our founder's memory we owe allegiance. 
Hahnemann cured by his methods and successfully 
built in the face of persecutions, contentions and op- 
positions which shall never again be equaled in the 
realm of medicine as long as time shall last. No 
prostitution by us can detract from the value of his 
law, nor can our ' derisions drive the conscientious 
homeopath from his truer and better way. Hahne- 
mann cured and we can cure. It is not recorded 
that he found the new method inefficacious in any 
of the severer diseases of his day, nor should it be 
recorded of us that we have found it inefficacious 
in ours. If the law be true it is always true. If it 
be applicable in one disease it is equally applicable 
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in others. The law is a law of healing, full of truth, 
full of strength, full of practical sides for our 
evolvement. 

Hahnemann loved mankind. Throughout his 
writings, especially his letters to his family and 
friends, there runs a thread of tenderness and sym- 
pathy for the suffering and of affection for God 
and man. His was a noble character, he possessed 
a noble mind, his life was devoted to a splendid 
cause and his name and fame deserve to be enrolled 
with the name and fame .of Hippocrates and Galen 
and Esculapius and all the great minds of medi- 
cine, his accomplishments outshining them all. Hh 
is indeed a glorious name, his law a glorious la>*» 
his work a glorious work. 

Oh Mighty Man, of genius great, 
Thy name, thy work deserve fuU praise; 

Both are of God, who gives all good, 
Who measures well His farthest ways. 

4 

In thy great mind was bom a thought 
In power and strength beyond compare; 

Through it the world — ^if it be sought — 
May cure disease, may suffering spar^. 

Thy law's so strong, so true, so sure 
That naught can ever break it dowp; 

So true it is it shall endure 
To save the nations yet unborn. 

For warrior brave, on field of Mars, 
Great victories high inscribe his name; 

But thy life's conquests, not of wars. 
To thee have brought a milder fame. 

r 

Sweet peace her laurels also brings. 

And hers are better, holy, pure; 
Among them, borne on Angel's wings. 

Are thine, of God, deserved, sure. 

* 
5 

Oh Mighty Man, Oh Man of God, 

For thou to Him didst glory give, 
The law thou'st left to child of sod 

Helps countless thousands still to live. 



52 

Oh Master Mind, as down time's hill 
Long ages roll and men depart, 

Thy law shall live, it shall fulfill 

The love and hope of thy great heart. 






Why Study Homeopathy? 



AN ADDRESS BY C. E. WALTON, M. D., PRESIDENT OF 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE, DELIVERED IN THE 
COURSE OF POPULAR LECTURES AT HAH NE- 
MAN MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 

OF CHICAGO. 

, It is with rio small degree of diffidence that I ap- 
pear before you tonight to elucidate a question that 
has been answered from the rostrum of this college 
every year for the last forty years; answered by men 
whose testimony cannot be surpassed, and whose 
eloquence can scarcely be equalled. Death has si- 
lenced the tongue of many an enthusiastic teacher, 
but the subject so dear to their hearts still lives. 
The last word has not yet been spoken for home- 
opathy, nor shall be till the last doubting Thomas 
hesitates to thrust his finger into the wounded side 
of Truth. I bespeak at your hands the kindly con- 
sideration usually extended to the invited singer, 
and hope to disarm the unfriendly criticism which 
ever stands ready to attack the voluntary performer. 

I shall sing you no new song tonight, but shall 
tell you "the old, old story,'* set in a rhythm whose 
cadence shall be pleasant to your ears, and in a 
measure whose harmony shall appeal to your ut- 
most responsiveness. 

Why study homeopathy? Study it for the same 
reason that you would study any subject. Study it 
to uncover its weakness and to determine its 
strength. It has been of much worth to others, en- 
deavor to make that worth your own. Men study 
that which will do them good, and help them to do 
good to others, or they study that with which they 
have been done, and with which they will endeavor 
to do others. The purpose of study is primarily to 
learn what is yet not known,' and secondarily to con- 
firm what is already known. Study is distinctively 
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utilitarian. It strives to master its subject and to de- 
termine its utility. The student of medicine is, pre- 
sumably, seeking for that knowledge which shall 
best enable him to cure the sick, for that is to be ttie 
occupation of his life. To the neophyte several sys- 
tems of medicine are presented, all of which, worthy 
of any claim to investigation, possess certain funda- 
mental knowledge which is a common basis. This 
knowledge must be acquired by all, irrespective of 
schools or systems or tenets. The dogmas of medi- 
cine are what constitute the distinctive features of 
the various systems, hence the adherence to a 
dogma marks the dis-tinction of the physician. 

As a man dogmatizes so is he, or is supposed to 
be. The motives which determine the choice of a 
medical system are frequently conglomerate; heredi- 
tary bias, social distinction, greed of emolument, 
ease of acquirement; but these all sink into utter in- 
significance in comparison with the one supreme 
motive which should actuate every student — ^the de- 
sire to cure the sick. What method shall best enable 
me to restore the sick to health, is the chief ques- 
tion of every honest student of medicine. In seek- 
ing an answer one is bound to consider his own limi- 
tations, and these will be determined by natural tal- 
ent, by power of application, by preliminary educa- 
tion. Not every one who wields the brush can become 
a great, or even a medium artist, but a good sign 
painter is a useful member of the community. Not 
every musician can lead an orchestra or compose 
an oratorio, but the best drum-beater in town is a 
man of some importance. Not every physician can 
apply the subtlest power of drugs to the correction 
of the obscure aberrations of the human organism, 
but the unfailing catcher of the restive tapeworm 
is certain of both urban and rural renown. Having 
determined that your limitations will justify some- 
thing more than the crudest mechanics of medicine, 
let us see why you should study homeopathy. 

You have been told who is the founder of home- 
opathy, but, as a beginner, you will care nothing for 
Samuel Hahnemann, and should not. You should 
know the workings of the system independent of its 
discoverers. The child whose head is struck by a. 
falling stone cares nothing for Newton and his law 
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of falling bodies, but he soon learns to dodge, to 
employ the law for his own benefit. The savage is 
indifferent to the fame of Stevenson, but he soon 
learns to get out of the way of the machine driven 
by the expanding steam, or mounts the train for 
rapid transportation. 

To study homeopathy because your parents de- 
sire you to may be an excuse for your doing so, but 
it is a very shallow reason for doing so. Hereditary 
medicine, hereditary religion, or hereditary politics, 
is not of a sort which rests upon a foundation destin- 
ed to withstand the attacks of a virulent opposition, 
or which presages the certainty of a vigorous de- 
velopment. 

Recognition of law and comprehension of princi- 
ples are necessary for the mastery of any depart- 
ment of science, and each student of homeopathy 
must secure these for himself before he can have any 
hope of success. For a century homeopathy has 
been the exponent of a law of cure, of a law which 
may lead to the proper selection of any therapeutic 
remedy for internal administration, be its origin or- 
ganic or inorganic. In the crucible of the healthy 
human being each drug must be tried before it can 
become amenable to the homeopathic law, for its 
disease-producing power measures the degree of its 
usefulness. To comprehend this law and the princi- 
ples regulating its application is one reason you 
should study homeopathy. When you have done 
this, not a cure will be made that will not furnish 
you an additional reason for continuing its study. 
What homeopathy has done for others it will do for 
you. What others have done with homeopathy you 
can do; the law is for all who can apply it. It will 
change you from a guesser to a thinker, from a 
visionary to an oracle, from a romancer to a necro- 
mancer. Whtat if it be true that two-thirds of all the 
sick will get well on nothing if they only have plenty 
of it. The true work of the physician lies with the 
other third, who not only need something, but need 
that something admniistered that they may at least 
have a chance to recover. Homeopathy is especially 
applicable to this third. Any system of medicine 
ought to be successful with the self-recovering two- 
thirds. 
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You have been told over and over again that 
homeopathy furnishes a law for the selection of the 
remedy, that it teaches the use of a single remedy, 
and emphasizes the power of the minimum dose. In 
doing this it emancipates its followers from the 
thraldom of empiricism, releases them from the 
bondage of polypharmacy, and brings them face to 
face with the fact that nature manifests her might as 
effectually and much more frequently, in the gentle 
rain and balmy zephyr, as in the roaring cataract 
and destructive whirlwind. We tremble at the 
thundering avalanche or the lightning's vivid flash, 
and marvel at their destructive force; but the swish 
of the flowing river, and the glint of the rising sun 
proclaim a power beneficent which maketh none 
afraid and worketh for the good of all. 

If you would know the power of the atom, study 
homeopathy. If you would know the physiology of 
the cell, study homeopathy. In the application of 
the medicinal atom to correct the sick physiology 
of the cell, homeopathy exhibits its wonderful ef- 
ficacy. We do not need to know how a thing is 
done in order to appreciate the thing done. We can 
use the Roentgen rays without being able to ex- 
plain their method of penetration, or to build a ma- 
chine which can develop them. One can use the 
telephone without knowing the a b c of electricity. 
So can one practice homeopathy without knowing 
the method of its working. "Whereas I was blind, 
I now see," is the statement of one who knew what 
was done but not how it was done. 

If you would know drugs, study homeopathy. It 
will teach their disease-producing power as no other 
system of medicine has yet undertaken. It will give 
you discriminating knowledge of the difference of 
action of drugs of the same family and of different 
families; a knowledge which determines the choice 
between a remedy homeopathic and one that is non- 
homeopathic to the cases for which you would pre* 
scribe. 

If you would know disease, study homeopathy, 
not with the expectation of bringing the case within 
the bounds of some pathological category, but with 
the hope of bringing it within the curative range of 
the proper remedy. An undetermined pathology 
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leaves the prescriber floundering in the quicksand of 
doubt, but a correct symptomatology plants him on 
the bedrock of certainty. I cannot forbear illustrat- 
ing this statement with a recountal of Hahnemann's 
famous achievement in foretelling the remedies for 
cholera without having seen a single case. Having 
the symptoms accurately prescribed, he predicted the 
usefulness of Cuprum, Camphor and Veratrum album. 
Their subsequent success in curing cholera cases 
justified the prediction, and shows what can be don^e 
with the knowledge of drug provings. No more 
brilliant example of the prophetic power of scien- 
tific knowledge has ever been furnished, though it 
was equaled by the French astronomer, Lavarrier, 
who, after studying the perturbations of Uranus, 
concluded that they must be caused by the presence 
of a hitherto unseen planet. Calculating the location 
where this planet must be, he requested a distant 
astronomer, who possessed a more powerful glass, 
to scan a certain portion of the heavens at a certain 
time, and lo! Neptune was discovered within one 
degree of its estimated situation. The predictions 
made possible by the knowledge of physical laws 
were confirmed by subsequent observations, and 
these in turn established the reliability of the laws. 
What can homeopathy do? This is a question 
which naturally comes to the lips of every investi- 
gator As a great statesman once said, "We can 
judge of the future only by the past." So of home- 
opathy, we can judge of what it can do by what it 
has done. We shall not call in evidence her colleges, 
her hospitals, her asylums her journals, her sta- 
tistics, her societies, with all their splendid records, 
but we shall appeal to her therapeutics. The sur- 
geon's knife is never wielded homeopathically; his 
remedies not only may be, but should be so used, 
and many a surgical victory has been secured 
through homeopathic remedies. When you have 
learned to make Aconite take the place of the lancet; 
to make Apis or Arsenicum a substitute for the tro- 
car; to make Bryonia a rival of the aspirator; to 
make Arnica or Opium displace the trephine; to 
make Hepar sulphuris, or Spongia, or Bromine, or 
Iodine, or Kali muriaticum supplant the tube, you 
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have learned a little of the power of homeopathic 
remedies. 

Some years ago a Uttle son of a wealthy Cincin- 
nati man was apparently dying of what was then 
known as membranous croup; both the attending 
physician and the eminent consultant said that all 
had been done but a tracheotomy, and they would 
not insist upon that, as the patient would not live 
through the night. As a last resort a homeopathic 
physician was called, who, with Arsenicum and 
Hepar sulphuris and Kali bichromicum, cured the 
case. What those remedies did then, they can do 
now in a similar case, independently of intubation, 
antitoxin or local germicides. The homeopathicity 
of a drug to a disease does not change with the 
name of the disease. The drug whose symptoms 
are similar to those of the disease will remove them 
as certainly now as fifty years ago, and will do so 
fifty years hence. The reign of a natural law is not 
limited by time. Once d^ned it explains all ante- 
cedent phenomena within the scope of its applica- 
tion and all subsequent phenomena. Liquids sought 
their level long before the law of gravitation was 
discovered, and will do so as long as there is a liquid 
to gravitate. Metals have always expanded under 
the action of heat, and always will do so as long as 
metals and heat exist. A law of cure has always 
been operative, though the conditions for its appli- 
cation may be even now but partially understood. 

I stocxi by the bedside of a beautiful boy whose 
life had been prolonged by intubation and the seem- 
ingly indicated remedy, but the rapid and faltering 
pulse, the prolonged expirations and clammy brow 
sweat betokened a speedy demise. The homeopathic 
picture of Carbo vegetabilis gave a forlorn hope that 
through its agency the "reaper whose name is 
death" might yet stay his hand and sheath his 
"sickle keen." The early dawn showed that the trust 
had not been in vain. The breath came with more 
even rhythm, the heart throbs took a slower pace 
and a stronger stroke, the brow was dry, the lips 
less blue, and health returned at the beck of that 
inert (?) remedy. It is surprising how frequently 
irresistible is the inertia of the right remedy. Call 
this coincidence if you will, but you will learn 
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sooner or later that homeopathy makes a specialty 
of such coincidences. 

A young girl of fourteen had been the long time 
victim of a nightly epilepsy. No clew to the remedy 
was disclosed by her history, but a scurvy scalp 
wtih a foul odor pointed to Psorinum. A single 
paroxysm, after a three days' intermission, and no 
subsequent return, is the present record of the case 
now some two months old. Would you have learn- 
ed this outside of homeopathy? 

An intermittent fever of several months' dura- 
tion, thoroughly dosed with quinine, produced a 
patient with a 1 1 A. M. chill, insatiable thirst and a 
beaded tongue. This condition speedily yielded to 
Natrum muriaticum. Surely this salt had not lost its 
therapeutic power though the thirtieth dilution had 
carried its substance far beyond the chemist's ken. 
Study homeopathy to learn of this power. 

A constipation of many weeks' duration had re- 
sisted the violent assaults of many cathartics, but 
hung out the flag of ''unconditional surrender" when 
stormed by the overwhelming force of Opium 6x. 
Study homeopathy to learn of this force. 

A child afflicted for months with "night terrors," 
wliere the terrifying dream was of "white rats in the 
bed," was relieved in a short time by Stramonium, 
after having been medicated by many doctors of 
different schools; an old German proving furnish- 
ed the characteristic which led to the choice of the 
right remedy. 

A surgical case suffered excruciating attacks of 
pain in the rectum which only came on when the 
patient went to sleep. The well-known action of 
Lachesis upon the rectum,' with the general charac- 
teristic of "sleeping into an aggravation," led to its 
choice, with speedy relief. Study homeopathy to 
learn some of these characteristics. 

What other system of medicine will help you to 
select so surely the remedies which were success- 
fully used in these cases? What nice discrimination 
is demanded in selecting remedies for the removal 
of pain which runs from occiput to frontal bone, 
from occiput to right or left eye, from frontal bone 
to occiput, or confines itself to occiput alone? Of 
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pain which is confined to one or the other side of 
the body, which is aggravated or ameliorated by 
damp or dry weather, by heat or cold, by day or 
night, by quiet or motion, by music or noise? Of 
conditions which have fever with, or without thirst, 
with or without sweat: of coldness of bodv which 
cannot endure covering, and of heat of body which 
must be covered? If homeopathy does this it must 
be worthy of consideration. If it requires that you 
must be cognizant of all the multitudinous symp- 
toms of mind and body which indicate functional 
disease or organic change, it certainly will put you 
in touch with a vast number of diseased conditions. 

"There is no royal road to learning," nor to 
homeopathy. Only by painstaking application, day 
in and day out, can a knowledge of its wondrous 
power be acquired. Think not to master its intri- 
cacies once for all, and then rest from laborious 
study. Eternal diligence is the price of success in 
the practice of homeopathy. Each drug has its 
peculiar sphere of action, and even drugs of the 
same family present their ^characteristic individual- 
ity. When one drug is indicated no other drug can 
do its work, and an improf>er choice means loss of 
time, even if not somediing more. Aconite will not 
cure a Belladonna case, nor will Hyoscyamus take 
the place of Stramonium. No substitution can be 
tolerated in the practice of the accurate prescriber. 
No sluggard in any school of practice can be a suc- 
cess, much less in the school of homeopathy, the 
most requiring of all systems. 

The study of homeopathy will stimulate your 
observation and encourage your research. The 
solution of scarcely a scientific problem but will 
throw a valuable sidelight upon your medical 
studies, and homeopathy courts the illumination of 
any scientific source. The revelations of micro- 
scopy, of spectrum analysis, of bacteriology, have 
furnished not one single argument against the truth 
of homeopathy, and its principles have received 
much confirmation from these sources. 

Think not that in studying homeopathy you are 
identifying yourself with the promulgations of a 
visionary. No higher testimonials of intellectual 
superiority have been given any man than have been 
given Samuel Hahnemann by even his bitterest op- 
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ponents. A linguist, a chemist, a scholar, a thinker, 
you need not hesitate to follow the leadership of 
such an one on the score of unworthiness, or ignor- 
ant presumption. He served not alone his day and 
generation, but generations yet unborn. To recog- 
nize the workings of a natural law, such as he did, 
required the possession of a master mind; and to 
pay tribute to a master mind demands no apology. 

That you may know what broad-minded men 
have said of homeopathy, even though their pro- 
fessional training has led them to affiliate with its 
opponents, let me quote a few opinions expressed 
many years ago when the rancor of opposition had 
lost none of the virulence which since has been 
modified by time. 

Dr. George Ralph, professor of the medical 
faculty in Tuebingen, said: "It is the duty of the 
physician to investigate homeopathy; the daily in- 
creasing number of its followers alone would justify 
a critical inquiry into it." Says Raine, in his **In- 
stitutes of Medicine:" "It is due to truth that the 
physiologist concede to the homeopath that his hy- 
pothetical views may be directed by an enlightened 
understanding of the properties and laws of healthy 
beings. Even his doctrines in pathology and thera- 
peutics are a thousandfold better, more consistent, 
more rational, more conducive to health and to life, 
than any or all of the tenets of the chemical or 
physical schools." 

In one of his clinical lectures, Liston, the great 
English surgeon, who testified on more than one 
occasion to the value of homepathy, said: "I be- 
lieve in the homeopathic doctrine to a certain ex- 
tent, but I cannot, from inexperience on the sub- 
ject, go to the length its advocates would wish. The 
medicines, in the cases we have been considering, 
were certainly given in much smaller doses than 
have ever hitherto been prescribed. The beneficial 
effects, as you witnessed, are unquestionable. With- 
out adopting the theory of this medical sect, you 
ought not to reject its doctrines without due in- 
quiry and examination." (Lancet, April, 1836.) 

Said Professor Brern, a celebrated Italian physi- 
cian: "Homeopathy has its books, its journals, its 
chairs, its hospitals, clinical lectures, professors and 
most respectable communities to hear and appre- 
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date. Having attained this rank, it by no means 
deserves contempt, but on the contrary, a cool and 
impartial investigation, like all other systems of 
modem date. Let us always recollect that the great- 
est discoveries have given rise to the most violent 
controversies. Witness the examples of Harvey, 
Jenner, Galileo, Newton, Descartes, etc." If these 
opinions were correct when delivered more than 
twenty-five years ago, how much more correct are 
they now in the closing year of the nineteenth cen- 
tury which bears witness to the continual, aye, 
phenomenal growth of homeopathy and its ad- 
jimcts! 

In an address on homeopathy in 1875, by Lucius 
D. Morse, M. D., of Memphis, Tenn., from which I 
have .culled the foregoing quotations, he states on 
the authority of Dr. Ruddick: 'That a prominent 
allopathic physician complained not long since, at a 
medical meeting in Chicago, that in a part of that 
city occupied by the wealthier citizens the homeo- 
paths had seventy-five per cent, of the practice; in 
a neighboring ward, among the shops and cheap 
residences, they had fifty per cent. ; but in the neigh- 
borhood of the river, among the degraded and ig- 
norant portion of the people, -the practice was ex- 
clusively allopathic." I know not whether the pro- 
portion still exists, but if not, it must be due to the 
fact that the number of colleges in this city has not 
kept pace with the extraordinary growth of this 
great metropolis. Chicago may still be a missionary 
field; if so, strive to keep up that seventy-five per 
cent. 

The strength of homeopathy lies in its materia 
medica and your strength will develop in proportion 
to your mastery of its wondrous capabilities. Have 
as many professional avocations as you may, but 
make the study of the materia medica your one pro- 
fessional vocation. In the homeopathic materia 
medica you have the Kimberley in which you can 
find therapeutic diamonds fit to ransom the kings of 
the earth. Uncut they appear as common stones, 
but polished under the energy of research, each 
facet reflects its marvelous beauty, and the attrition 
of each intellect but adds to its great value. Wher- 
ever there is a flaw grind it out, even at the sacrifice 
of its size; its worth will be only enhanced. Gather 
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your treasures from Hahnemann and Jahr and 
Boenninghausen, Hempel, Hering, Lippe, Hale, 
Burt, Hoyne, Cowperthwaite, Allen, Dewey, Nash, 
Guernsey and Farrington. Get a keynote here, a 
principle there, a comparison yonder; get wisdom 
from all, and with all get understanding, and it will 
not be a g^eat while until you know why you are 
a homeopath, how you became a homeopath, and 
what you are a homeopath for. 

Study homeopathy so as to determine for your- 
selves whether or not it be a species of quackery, 
whether its practitioners are knaves, and its follow- 
ers people with feeble intellect. 

Study the cures that are made and strive to imi- 
tate them; the nearer you imitate them the more you 
will appreciate the fact that it is not faith alone that 
cures infants, animals, and the insane; nor faith 
alone that reduces the mortality of our foundlings, 
our epizootics and our lunatics. 

Pardon me if I tax your patience to the extent 
of listening to a few cases illustrative of what home- 
opathy can do for the insane. I find them recount- 
ed by Dr. Cooley, of Plainfield, N. J., in one of the 
journals for 1899. 

A lady of forty-five had suffered from several at- 
tacks of insanity. She had been taking three reme- 
dies in alternation during the day w^ith an additional 
remedy at night. The case was peculiar in that she 
would be seized with irresistible inclination to talk, 
which came on at noon and continued for two 
hours, and again at midnight for the same length of 
time. Stramonium was selected from among the 
remedies she was taking, and it cured her in a few 
days. This was six years ago, and she has had nio 
return. 

A clergyman, aged forty-five years, had been un- 
der old school treatment, and was thought by his 
physicians to have paresis. He had taken $34 worth 
of drugs in the past three months. He could not 
sleep even under narcotics; was emaciated and so 
weak that he could scarcely speak and could walk 
about the house with great difficulty. The tongue 
was heavily coated, appetite gone. He suffered from 
pains running up the back into the head; was utterly 
depressed and helpless. The reflexes were exag- 
gerated. He was extremely nervous and all his 
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troubles were aggravated by noise. Nux vomica 
made a new man of him in eight weeks. 

A man, aged sixty, had melancholia sixteen years 
previously and was in the Middletown Asylum sev- 
eral months. Recently he was attacked with acute 
bronchitis. When the bronchitis abated the melan- 
cholia returned, accompanied by an irresistible im- 
pulse to suicide. Respiration was rather labored 
with large mucous rales. A paroxysm of coughing 
was followed by a paroxysm of suicidal mania. 
Three powders of Hepar sulphuris cured the whole 
case in two weeks. 

A woman, aged forty-two, had been failing for a 
year. Black specks floating before her eyes for two 
years. Finally financial troubles affected her mind 
to such an extent the family physician sent her to 
Brookside. She was obstinate and faultfinding. 
Was sure she must go to the poorhouse, that her 
life was wrecked and she would never amount to 
anything again. A few powders of Aurum met. 
cured the case in two weeks, the black specks also 
disappearing, and she returned home in six weeks. 

A woman, aged seventy-two, had been troubled 
with sleeplessness for a number of years and had 
taken codeine tablets every night. She had suffered 
with hepatitis for many months and finally her mind 
gave way. She slept little and talked constantly day 
and night, when awake, about hell and the bottom- 
less pit. Was most wretched, complaining and 
moaning constantly that she did not want to go to 
hell, but God told her she must. She had many de- 
lusions about herself and her family. She was 
scarcely more than a skeleton and could sit up only 
ten minutes at a time without complete exhaustion. 
She had no teeth, and as she did not care for soups 
feeding was a difficult problem. Under Stramonium 
she has gradually gained in flesh and strength, and 
her mind is completely restored. She is now able 
to sit up the greater part of the day, walk out and 
takes drives of an hour. Duration of treatment nine 
months. 

A woman, aged thirty-eight, had been doing work 
as. a missionary in North Carolina nursing the sick. 
A year ago she had bleeding piles and used oint- 
ment which stopped the bleeding, but her health 
failed her and her mind became much confused. 
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could not remember how to perform the simplest 
household duties. She was afraid she would be ar- 
rested and worried constantly about it. Her phy- 
sician had given her Belladonna the day before be- 
ing admitted. The bleeding piles returned in a day 
or two, followed by coldness of arms and shoulders 
during the night, with much perspiration. This was 
succeeded in a few days by severe chill, fever and 
sweat every other day with severe pain in the spleen. 
The chill came two hours earlier each time and was 
accompanied with thirst. Eupatorium perf. cured 
the whole case. 

A man, aged fifty, had been suffering from 
melancholia for a year. This was a second at- 
tack. The family history on both sides was full of 
insanity. He had suffered from asthma for a num- 
ber of years, and especially during attacks of hay 
fever. Arsenicum was found to cover not only the 
mental symptoms, bjit the asthma as well. The lat- 
ter was soon relieved and the mental condition im- 
proved gradually until now he is well and practicing 
his profession, that of a lawyer. 

This is a short record, but could be swelled in- 
definitely with cases going to show that home- 
opathy is something more than a mere faith cure. 

In the practice of medicine the individuality of 
the prescriber contributes largely to his success. It 
is the man behind the prescription who counts, but 
homeopathy must be behind the man. The target, 
the finder, the gunner's eye, must all be brought in- 
to conjunction, but behind the gunner must stand 
the law of explosives, the law of flotation, the law 
of navigation, or the gunner's skill must be a guess. 

Would you become a homeopathic physician let 
us consider for a moment — What is a homeopathic 
physician? After an existence of fifty-five years the 
American Institute of Homeopathy, at its meeting 
in Atlantic City, June, 1899, declared by .resolution 
that, in the language of its secretary, a homeopathic 
physician is "one who adds to his knowledge of 
medicine a special knowledge of therapeutics. All 
that pertains to the great field of medical learning is 
his by tradition, by inheritance, by right." 

Following an incubation of more than half a cen- 
tury it is fitting that there should be hatched a defi- 
nition which exemplifies all the potentiality of the 
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germinal spot deposited so many years ago. There 
is as much difference between a homeopath and a 
physician as there is between a Presbyterian and a 
Christian. We have seen homeopaths who were not 
physicians, and Presbyterians who were not Chris- 
tians. We have seen physicians, who were not 
homeopaths and Christians who were not Presby- 
terians. But a homeopathic physician is a composite 
of all that is good in homeopathy and all that is 
good in any practice of medicine. And a Presby- 
terian Christian is a composite of all that is good 
in Presbyterianism and all that is good in Chris- 
tianity. This definition recognizes that a homeo- 
pathic physician is one who selects his remedies ac- 
cording to the law of similars, and his adjuvants ac- 
cording^ to the consensus of the best medical opin- 
ion of his age. What more would you expect him to 
be? How much less could he afford to be? 

The modem homeopathic physician is a regular 
graduate of a legally incorporated college. He be- 
lieves that the law expressed by "similia similibus 
curentur" furnishes the surest rule for the selection 
of drugs in the application to the relief of disease; 
that the only way to learn the action of drugs upon 
the human organism is to administer them to per- 
sons in health; that the effect of any drug is best 
observed by administering it singly; that in disease 
the least amount of a drug necessary to produce the 
wished for result is the rational dose. He believes 
that the adaptation of possible means to possible 
ends is not inappropriate in the practice of scien- 
tific medicine, and that the exclusive use of a high 
dilution, or tincture dosage, is not essentially char- 
acteristic of scientific methods. If he knows less of 
medicine than his allopathic brother he is but a poor 
physician, and if he knows not more he is but a 
very poor homeopath. The more of allopathy he 
knows the better a homeopath he is ; and the more 
of homeopathy he knows, the less of allopathy he 
will practice. 

Much has been heard in the last seventy or eighty 
years about the "regular" and "irregular" physician* 
The first prescribes without any rule (except that of 
limitation), and is consequently "regular;" the sec- 
ond tries to prescribe only by rule, and hence is con- 
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spicuously "irregular." At the present day we are 
not infrequently treated to the paradox of the allo- 
path prescribing by the rule of both homeopathic 
selection and dose, and he is the irregular; while the 
homeopath, with his large doses of drugs furnished 
by the manufacturing chemist?, lays himself quite 
liable to the charge of being regular. Does this 
mean that the homeopathic lamb is preparing to rise 
up within the allopathic lion, after the manner of a 
post-historic millennial scheme, or is the Kilkenny 
cat style of amalgamation working out another ex- 
ample of the "survival of the fittest?" 

Do you find the subject of "dose" a stumbling 
block? Apply to it the same discrimination you 
make in employing any force. You can drive a tack 
with a piledriver, but what a waste of force. You* 
cannot drive a pile with a tack hammer, a senseless 
use of time and energy. There must be a wise adap- 
tation of means to the desired end. The much 
talked of "minimum dose" may mean a gram or a 
milligram. A flash of sunlight will make a photo- 
graph, but it takes many sunbeams to make the 
giant oak. The whole realm of drug force is yours. 
The results obtained will mark your wise or injudi- 
cious employment of it, but remember well that in 
homeopathy a teaspoonful of the wrong remedy will 
not equal in power a drop of the right one, even 
though one be a tincture and the other a high dilu- 
tion. 

Scoff not at the power of the inconceivable dose. 
Can you weigh the amount of matter that carries 
the odor of musk, which has no apparent diminu- 
tion of weight though giving off its effluvium for 
years? Can you measure the atoms which carry the 
infection of scarlet fever, or measles, or small-pox? 
Can you focus beneath your microscope the active 
principle contained in or associated with the deadly 
bacteria? An inconceivable fact is by no means an 
impossible fact. What is beyond the comprehension 
of one generation becomes the general knowledge of 
the next generation, hence the term "impossible" 
should be used with great hesitancy, as it may be 
only the measure of present ignorance. 

Beyond the violet and the red are tints no eye 
hath yet beheld; beyond the octavo, high and low, 
are sounds no ear hath heard ; but the searching eye 
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shall see, and the listening ear shall hear, and truths 
as yet unknown shall some time find their birth and 
mark the progress of the race. 

I have tried to emphasize the point that the law 
and the provings are the principal reasons for study- 
ing homeopathy ; another reason will be found in the 
cures you can make. When Dr. J. Compton Bur- 
nett, in the heat of controversy with an old school 
doctor who had never heard "even one good reason 
for being a homeopath," made the statement that 
he could furnish fifty reasons, his opponent chal- 
lenged him to produce them. As a result he furnish- 
ed the record of fifty cases cured, which, taken col- 
lectively, are sufficient, to quote the language of Dr. 
Burnett, "to convince a stone." If you have any 
doubt as to the reasonableness of this statement 
read them for yourself. The book can be procured 
at any pharmacy. 

If you have any doubt as to the practical work- 
ing of the law, as distinct from its possible theoreti- 
cal value, let me recount the following case report- 
ed by Dr. C. Hering, which I find in one of the re- 
cent "Homeopathic Pamphlet Series." 

The case is that of a wealthy European whose at- 
tending physicians disagreed over his disease, 
whereupon he resolved to consult several physicians 
and to take their treatment if any course was per- 
fectly agreed upon by three. He consulted many, 
keeping an exact account of every consultation in a 
book for the purpose, resembling a ledger in large 
folio. But he did not succeed in finding any two 
who agreed respecting his case. Accordingly he did 
not follow any advice, but remained without treat- 
ment. The number of physicians he consulted was 
477, and the number of prescriptions was 832, con- 
taining in all 1,097 remedies. Dr. Hering persuaded 
him to try homeopathy, urging him that he could 
name not three, but thirty-three physicians who 
would be of one opinion. The invalid undertook the 
trial. A description of the disease was sent to thir- 
ty-three homeopathic practitioners. A louis d'or 
was enclosed in each letter, and the physician was 
urged to name the remedies indicated. Twenty-two 
of the physicians agreed respecting the case — out of 
over two hundred medicines, twenty-two fixed upon 
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the same remedy. Continuing in the patient's own 
words, from a letter to Dr Hering, "One could not 
expect more. The physician nearest me has got me 
under his care and my health is improving from day 
to day." (Tract 33, English Homeopathic League.) 

A similar case occurred in this country about ten 
years ago. Twelve of the leading physicians of each 
school were sent a description of a case with an 
urgent request to name the remedies indicated, in- 
closing the usual consultation fee, with the result 
that no two of the allopaths prescribed alike; in fact, 
each sent a widely different prescription from the 
others, while all the homeopaths, without an ex- 
ception, prescribed the same remedy. 

When you have really studied homeopathy aild 
have learned to apply its principles you will more 
keenly appreciate the feelings of those who, in the 
beginning of the new century so near at hand, would 
raise in the Capitol City of our country a loving 
testimonial to its illustrious founder, and I cannot 
more appropriately finish this address than by an- 
swering the question, "Why build him a monu- 
ment?" 

Why build any one a monument? What is a 
monument? What good do monuments do? Answer 
these questions and you have answered the question 
which is before us. 

In all ages men have delighted to commemorate 
in enduring structures the great deeds and lofty 
sentiments of distinguished persons. Pyramid and 
obelisk and sphinx bespeak the power and worth of 
Egypt's mighty dead. Cathedral, tomb and statue 
perpetuate the memory of Europe's illustrious lead- 
ers. Temple, shrine and abbey hallow the memory 
of the world's devoutest ecclesiastics. Shaft and urn 
and quadrega remind us of famous warriors, pnil- 
osophers and statesmen. 

The human mind forgets, the monument reminds. 
All history is a reminder, hence a monument of the 
ages. We need to be reminded. Death, with relent- 
less hand, sweeps into the insatiable grave the 
transient form of man, and each succeeding genera- 
tion would have to spell out anew a repetition of 
life's problems, which had long ago been solved, 
were not the reminders left as a rich heritage to the 
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race. Repetition is not progress, and forgetfulness 
is the grave of all advancement. The mainspring to 
intellectual activity is the memory and comprehen- 
sion of what has already been achieved, and devel- 
opment depends upon a former evolution. 

For nearly nineteen centuries the utiHtarian has 
asked, "Why break the costly box when poverty 
calls for food?" And the answer comes to us now, 
as then, **Trouble not the woman, -she is doing a 
good thing; her anointment is for my burial." De- 
votion recognized a God where cupidity saw only a 
man. A good thing is done when thought is stimu- 
lated and investigation fostered, when devotion 
leads to action and prepares for burial that which 
shall be a resurrection. 

When it was proposed to erect the shaft which 
now stands upon Bunker Hill, the chronic objector 
asked: "What good will the monument do?" What 
good indeed? When it could not fail to awaken in 
the minds of all beholders sentiments of patriotism 
akin to those which actuated the patriots who gave 
their lives for our perpetuity as a nation ! To succor 
the poor is good. To relieve the sick is good. To 
comfort the down-trodden is good. But equally 
good is it to foster the thoughts that raise man 
above the plane of a mere physical creature. 

The body in which we are encased needs most 
thoughtful care, but that which is encased needs no 
less consideration and it is to that end we should 
hail with joyous greeting everything that tends to 
embellish the soul. Music, poetry, art, science, phil- 
osophy, learning, are all good in so far as they 
stimulate soul growth, and the highest good is that 
which promotes the surest success, the most perma- 
nent welfare, the greatest happiness. We listen to a 
symphony, and our souls are taught to vibrate with 
the very being of the composer. A great poem stirs 
our inmost self with the lofty imagination of the 
poet. A marvelous painting compels our admira- 
tion of the beautiful. 

We stand before a statue of Michael Angelo and 
our emotions are stirred to harmonize with those 
of the great sculptor. In this way we hon6r the doer, 
by recognizing the things done. 

Around the name of Washington clusters the 
sentiment of liberty. 
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Around the name of Lincoln clings the idea of 
emancipation. 

Around the name of Luther hovers the thoueht of 
reformation. 

Around the name of Hahnemann we find the 
conceptions of liberty of thought, emancipation from 
doubt, reformation in medical practice. 

In building a monument to Hahnemann we are 
doing honor not only to him but to ourselves. We 
seek not to deify a man, but to pay tribute to his 
greatness as a scholar and a philosopher. We seek 
to bear testimony in a substantial manner to our be- 
lief in the value of his law of cure. He taught the 
diflference between a law and a coincidence: be- 
tween a knowledge and a guess. He brought to a 
high degree of perfection the power of the think- 
ing habit and his attainments stand as a constant 
incentive to the highest mental activity. We would 
honor not only the doer, but the doing;. and hope 
to perpetuate his example as an appeal to all in- 
vestigators. 

In subscribing to a system of philosophy, and 
inculcating its precepts, we show our esteem for the 
philosopher and establish a tribute more enduring 
than monumental brass. But symbols seem to be 
one of mankind's established needs. Wherever a 
cross is raised, there stands a monument to the 
crucified Christ. His worshipers, thus reminded of 
his death, look beyond the mere emblem, strengthen 
their faith in his teachings and consecrate them- 
selves anew to the adoration of his precepts. To 
adore a man, or his image,. is an idolatry; the wor- 
ship for which they stand is a religion. 

In applying the doctrine of symbolism to Samuel 
Hahnemann we do but recognize a universal need. 
He stands for a superior medical truth. We seek to 
stimulate the recognition of that truth. The ele- 
ments of a martyr were in his personality. We strive 
to incite a reverence for those elements. A father in 
medicine, we acknowledge his paternity. A wise 
counselor in practice, we acknowledge his counsel- 
ings. A past master as a remedial prover, we sub- 
scribe our faith in his provings. A lawgiver in thera- 
peutics, we recognize his law. 

That this is not an estimate of the man biased by 
the influence of discipleship, listen to what is said 
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of him by Sir John Forbes, physician in ordinary to 
the Queen of England: 

**No careful observer of his actions or candid 
reader of his writings can hesitate for a moment 
to admit that he was a very extraordinary man, one 
whose name will descend to posterity as the ex- 
clusive excogitater and founder of an original sys- 
tem of medicine as ingenious as many that pre- 
ceded it, and destined, probably, to be the remote 
if not the immediate cause of more important funda- 
mental changes in the practice of the healing art 
than have resulted from any promulgated since the 
days of Galen himself. Hahnemann was undoubt- 
edly a man of genius and a scholar; a man of inde- 
fatigable industry, of undaunted energy. In the 
history of medicine his name will appear in the 
same list with those of the greatest systematists 
and theorists; unsurpassed by few in the originality 
and ingenuity of his views, superior to most in hav- 
ing substilntiated and carried out his doctrines into 
actual and most extensive practice." 

Again, John Syre Bristow, M. D., in an address 
before the British Medical Association, said: "That 
he had learning and ability and the power of reason- 
ing is abundantly clear. He saw through the preva- 
lent therapeutic absurdities and impostures of the 
day; he laughed to scorn the complicated and loath- 
some nostrums which even at that time disgraced 
the pharmacopeias; and he exposed with no little 
skill and success the emptiness and worthlessness 
of the therapeutical systems which then and there- 
tofore prevailed." 

After such encomiums from men of a different 
school of practice, may not the followers of Hahne- 
mann with fitting propriety attest their admiratio;n 
of the man, and their recognition of his work, by a 
deed of loving remembrance? 

Then pour the moulten bronze, and hew the 
granite block, and rear the stately structure that 
shall remind us of what has been. Let our thoughts 
be truly seed-thoughts, their fruition, truth's grand 
harvest, and the world shall be our debtor, and im- 
mortality our reward. Let art pay a tribute to phil- 
osophy, let curiosity lead to knowledge, and many 
will run to worship who formerly stood to scoff. 



 

The Hahnemann Hospital 

OF CHICAGO. 

A GENERAL HOSPITAL FOR 
MEN, WOMEN and CHILDREN. 



INCLUDING DEPARTMENTS FOR 



General Surgery. 
Orthopedic Surgery. 
Clinical Medicine. 
Surgical Diseases of Women. 
Medictal Diseases of Women. 
Diseases in Children. , 



Diseases of the Nervous System. 
Diseases of the Heart and Lungs. 
Diseases of the Eve and Ear. 
Diseases of the Nose and Throat. 
Diseases of the Skin. 
Obstetrics and the Puerperal Diseases. 



THIS Hospital which was first opened with twenty beds, Nov. i, 
1870, now occupies its new and spacious building and, being 
thoroughly equipped in every department of Medicine and 
Surger3% is ready for the reception of patients. It begs the active 
support of the profession for charitable and for educational reasons. 
It is furnished with every convenience and comfprt, and all the 
' modern safeguards against hospital infection ; with excellent and 
. reputable physicians and specialists ; trained nurses and internes ; 
and will be kept in the best possible sanitary condition. There are 
no hygienic evils within or about it, and those who entrust their 
' patients to its management and medical control may feel confident of. 
the best of care and the best results. There are wards for half-pay 
and charity patients, and private rooms, with a varying scale of 
prices, for those who prefer them. 

The hospital is now open and patients of all kinds, including 
obstetric cases,, will be received from any part of the country. Cor'- 
respondence solicited. Address, 

HAHNEMANN HOSPITAL, 

2810-2814 Groveland Avenue, CHICAGO. 
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